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truth  if  his  luck  was  right. 

Let  us  presume  thrt  in  the  year  1828  Kemen  Kowley,  discourse*  ,  |,h  }<c- 
in  Vermont,  had  decided  to  try  Ms  luck  in  the  Illinois.  ..h^t'coGl.--  M 
have  known  of  the  problems  that  faced  hire  -  the  physical  nature M 
CAe  now  st f-  oo  -  admitted  to  the  onion  only  ten  years  previous’*  ±t  is 
improbable  that  he  talked  the  matter  over'' with  anyone  who “had  lived  in 
Illinois.  Irue,  there  were  over  50,000  people  who  lived 


i  n 


the 
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but  they  were  in  the  southern  parts  along  the  river,  jnad  they  returned 
east,  it  would  be  by  way  of  the  Atlantic  to  hew  York  or  Boston,  ft p 
from  the  remote,  inland  village  of  Shelburn. 

Perhaps  Heman  read  of  the  Illinois  in  the  little  geography  that  his 
futui  e  dau^nt^r -in-1  f-v/,  then  v  school,  girl  of  twelve,  was  then  stud ’.'info 
U-.i  the  subject  of  Illinois  the  book  expounds  to  the  extent  of  a  page  and 
a  half ....  "The  northern  ptrt  of  the  state  belongs  to  the  Indians*.  The 
white  settlements  are  in  the  south  and  are  divided  into  19  counties.," 
gbtn  towns  dre  mentioneu.  kaskf  sia,  Cahokia,  Shawn  set  own  and  Lciwi  rosvil  1  ~ 
me  face  of  the  country  is  f lat  abounding  with  extensive  praries,  the 
soil  generally  is  very  fertile,  particularly  on  the  margins  of  rivers’ 
Corn  is  the  staple  production, “  Such  were  the  total  facts  taught  by  the 
Vermont  schools. 


O  9 
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it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  more  unpromising  surrounc  j.ngs 
those  offered  by  the  little  known  settlement  of  fur  traders  who  h;a 


n 


located  on  a  river  mouth  that  emptied  muddy  waters  into  Lake  Lchig an; 
a  spot  which  the  r ottawattomi  e  mndi  ans  had  named  Che 
blocked  the  harbor  to  ships.  *he  river  ran 


v; i  t hi  no  erceot-i b  1  e 


* c  ? -  -  g  ou  y  s  -  n G b  f  r 

_  - ..  _ _  current 

end  to  the  horizon  the  landscape  stretched  in  one  monotonous  level  of 
flat  uniformity,  A  heavy  rain  transformed  the  prririe  into  a  vast; 
shallow  lake,  and  in  the  spring  and  autumn  the  roads  were  a  bottomless 
sea  of  mua,  r i Queers  wno  dotted  ci  e  western  stF  Cos  v.^rc  fond  ol  recall 
ing  that  they  had  cone  through  Chicago,  and  that  they  “wouidn •  t  take  a 
quarter-section  there  as  a  gift." 


s  i 


There  is  nothing  to  indicate  how  or  why  Heman  Ho\  ley  came  to  xllino; 
nor  at  what  date  he  made  his  first  appearance  in  the  remote  set Clemen 
which  in  the  year  1850  boasted  no  more  than  ei.-htv  perso; 
wife,  had  remained  in  Vermont.  His  seventeen  *  ear  old 
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son, 
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he  ram  wf  s  no  doubt  a  sauatte: 


not  a  land- ow n e r . 
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of  his  cabin  ran  a  mud  re- cl 
which,  that  summer,  had  been 
n  amed.  h  anu  o  lph  Street,  Cl  or  k 
Street  was  to  his  west,  nr  l 
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uo^rborn  Street  to  the  east,  xn  this  location,  considered  undesirable 
only  one  other  person  had  settled,  a  hr,  Goodrich,  who  joined  He  .man  in 
u..e  vicinity  south  oi  Randolph*  During  the  summer  James  Thompson,  sur¬ 
veyor,  made  the  first  map  and  city  plan  of  Chicago,  inscribing  Remands 
name  on  the  north  half  of  section  58.  A  month  after  the  survey  the 
lots  were  auctioned  off  at  an  average  price  of  .>55.00*  Perhaps  Reman 
thought  there  were  already  'to  damn  many  peepul";  perhaps  lie  didn't 
have  the  thirty-live  dollars*  But  his  judgement  cost  him  the  r olden 


opportunity  for  which  he  and  all  the  others 
Hemen,  opportunity  never  knocked  again. 

1851. 


h ad  1 e 1 1  t he i r  home s .  Bor 


The  community  of  log  huts  where,  as  yet,  not  a  single  frame  structure 
had  been  raised,  presented  little  outward  change.  Of  the  numbers  who 
passed  through  the  settlement  on  their  way  to  the  valleys  of  the  aux 
Plaines  and  Du  Page,  seven  remained  to  try  their  luck  by  Fort  Dearborn* 
Cook  County  was  created  by  legislation  and  Chicago  became  the  county 
Seat.  One  letter  written  by  Juries  Harrington  is  the  only  correspondence 
for  the  year  contained  in  the  archives  or  the  Chicago  x.istorical  society, 
-n  Vermont,  doubtful  as  to  the  pcs:  ibilities  of  life  in  Illinois,  n  ache  I 
wrote  to  her  husband  in  a  letter  dated  t  ebruary  18,  1851  and  addressed 
to  Mr.  Reman  Rowley,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


Dear  Husband;  We  received  your  letter  with  pleasure,  and  it  is  with 


year  in 


our  letter, 


that  we  answer  it.  You  wished  us  a  happy  new 

and  vie  did  have  a  very  hap;  y  new  year  and  one  that  will,  long  be 
remembered.  »q  had  a  glorious  revival;  a cove  a  hundred  experienced 
religion,  and  mostly  all  of  them,  joined  on  probr  tion,  and  i  feel 
very  anxious  for  your  soul's  welfare,  .l  exceed  in.  iy  re  re  t  that 
i  did  not,  while  you  was  v  ith  me,  warn  you  of  the  wrath  that  is 
to  come,  and  point  you  to  the  lamb  of  God  that  take th  awuy  che 
sins  of  the  world,  but  do  not  forget  that  >  hich  is  past,  and  now 
devote  yourself  to  God;  do  not  be  so  much  engaged  in  the  business 
of  the  time  as  to  forget  the  oreoaration  i  or  divinity .  Iho  ..e  L« 
separated  in  this  world,  nay  we  not  be  separated  in  the  world  to 
c  ome  * 


Rachel • 5  letter  to 

HE  MAN 

Exc  e  s  s i ve ly  r are,. 
Should  the  letter 
of  He man  *  s  me n t i on 
ed  by  Rachel  ever 
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come  .to  li.rht,  it 
would  be  the  top- 
ranking  item  of 
Chica  ;orna  in  ex¬ 
istence.  .  .  ,  . 
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Will  it 2u  he 3  concluded 
to  go  the  lust  of  march 
v.  i  th  a  h or  s e  and  V; .  g  o n 
to  the  Illinois  to  see 
the  country  and  you, 
end  v. hen  you  see"  him  he 

Vv  ill  t C;  1 1  y  OU.  ft  1 1  y  u Ollt 

our  al’ieirs  here  e  A, 
and  t  «  -r  re  not  here*  The 
lest  v. e  heard  from 
Aidrick  lie  was  in  Huron, 
dhio  State*  Bishop  i.s 


in  Geneva,  G . Y , 


dr i vim 


st 


and  i 

T 


o 

age,  and  I  am 
not  willing  to  go  to 
y  ou  un less  the  b oy  s  g  o 
first  ;-nd  are  suited 
with  the  place  and 
think  it  is  best  for  mo 
and  t  h  e  c  h  i  1  or  e  n 


i  s 
go. 


hall 

i  think 


to  go, 


bo  billing  to 


if 


hot 


you  have  so 
Much  money  you  ought  to 
P 1  y  th o  p o s t age  of  y our 
letters,  b  ut  1  i  o  we  v  e  r 
t  f ke  c ur  e  of  y our s e if 
' ud  x  presume  you  know 
to  do  that,  and  ± 
you  v.  ill  oe  very 
temperate  and  try  to  do 
well , 
a  f  e  v.’ 

this  world,  and 
you  will  live  u  though 
you  thought  you  was 
going  to  die. 


ou  have  not  o 
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I hair  has  ben  a  number 
of  de a  t h s  and  nr rr i ace a 
her e  *  J ohn  b let che r ,  a 
lev/  days  ago,  died  with 
the  cons ump t i c a  *  0 
i ne v  or  ab 1 e  death;  b u t 
we  have  all  got  to  p? ss 
gh  the  dark  valley 
the  shadow  of  ue a th, 
but  if  v/e  have  reii-ion 


throw 


of 


to  support  us,  ana.  if  v/e  have  a  hop©  big  w  ith  immort*  lity  beyond,  the  gr*  ve, 
then  can  we  say  ‘death  where  is  thy  sting*  and  *0  rave  where  is  thy 
victory',  liay  we.  live  as  pilgrims  and  sojourners  here  below,  seeking  a  city 
t  is  out  of  sight  to  find*  dry  our  hearts  and  treasures  be  in  heaven* 


•f-  V»  r* 

olr- 


Head  the  Bible  much  and  take  it  for  your  guide,  and  be  careful  to  depart 
from  evil  and  cleave  to  that  rich  is  good.  ,<e  f  re  all  " 

ued  ’  it  out 
This  IT*  Gill 
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very  v/e  11  with  about  everything  but  wood,  but  v/e  are  some 


r ,  n  +• 


io in  re  in  love  to 


getting  that.  The  children  and  friends 
y o ur  af f e c  t i on  a  t e  wife, 
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Spring  find  the  Blackhnwk  War  came  to  Chicago.  The  normal  oooulation 
of  ^  about  a  hundred  was  overnight  swelled  to  five  times  th^t' number  by 
frightened  settlers  of  the  nearby  country  who  fled  to  the  shelter  of* 

*' 0x  1  xr-;  ■  •'*  -1*  i*1  culy  came  General  geett  with  sever?  1  hundred  soldier  «> 
from  the  east,  and  with  them  came  the  Asiatic  Cholera.  Settlers  and 
soldiers  alike  left  the  town  in  round  numbers,  the  Indian  peril  wes 
i orgotten,  end  Chicago  was  emptied  of  its  civilian  population*  By  * utumn, 
wr-s  and  the  cholera  had  departed,  the  Indians  hrd  been  driven  from  *  11 
time  frera  the  territory  between  Lake  kichigfn  f  nd  the-  ilssissippi,  ,'nd 
the  Chicagoans  returned  to  their  homes.  The  population  increased  by  20, 
a  frame  building  in  the  nature  of  a  warehouse  was  erected  by  George  Dole, 
and  business  went  on  in  the  usual  manner,  /nd  what  of  Keman  during  this 
critical  time?  Did  he  take  this  opportunity  to  return  to  Vermont  on  a 
visitv  it  just  doesn't  say. 

183o 


This  was  an  election  year,  and  with  the  arrival  of  120  new  settlers  it 
was  decided  to  incorporate  the  village,  in  the  election  for  town  trustees 
the  entire  electorate,  tw enty* eight  in  number,  came  to  the  polls  and 
elected  thirteen  to  office,  reman  aid  not  indulge  in  this  civic  responsi¬ 


bility.  it  is  entirely  possible  that  he  had  already  removed  to  whiskey 

Point,  and  was  not  eligible  to  vote. 


Although  other  locations  in  Chicago  have  been  designated  ‘whiskey  Point 
not  ,bly  the  area  • back-of -the -yards  1 ,  the  dubious  distinction  of"  being 
the  original  instigator  belongs  to  reman,  whiskey  Point  is  the  inter-" 
section  of  52nd  Street  with  Grand  Avenue  ana  Arm! t age.  There  is  still 
(1941)  a  building  called  the  ‘Old  Point  Tavern*  i cross  from  the  Cragin 
Bank,  it  is  still  whiskey  Point,  me  the  explanation  of  its  title  is 
certainly  not  due  to  the  fret  that  the  first  quarterly  meeting  or  meth¬ 
od  1st  s  in  Jefferson  v/rs  held  there. 


/ndrers,  in  his  History  of  Cook  County,  says.  “It  ,  hov.ley  who  lived  at  the 
point  of  the  grove  usually  kept  on  hand  a  barrel  of  whiskey  for  the 
purpose  of  dispensing  it  to  such  of  the  early  inhabitants  rs  had  to  have 
it  to  take  their  quinine  in,”  if  this  machiavellian  statement  by  *nareas 
is  a  consistent  editorial  trend,  his  History  is  worth  little,  whiskey 
flowed  freely  and  cheaply  during  Chicago's  early  years*  keeping  tavern 
was  for  years  the  most  profitable  business  enterprise.  During  the  highly 
moral  1880  s  ana  1890 1  s  when  the  6rertest  number  of  Chicago  histories 
were  published,  it  wes  found  convenient  to  void  all  possible  reference 
to  the  prevalence  of  drinking,  carousing  and  general  immorality  which 
marked  Chicago's  early  years •  By  1850  Chicago  had  m  unenviable  reputation 
throughout  the  country  as  the  wickedest  city  in  nnerica,  and  efter  the 
Great  r ire  was  spoken  of  in  a  thousand  pulpits  as  the  visitation  of  an 
angry  Providence  upon  the  second  Sodom* 

vj  i,  *• 


CL  a.  ^ 


Members  of  Demon's  family  called  his  inn  ?n  ‘er ting  place*.  Be  that 
may,  Grand  a venue,  which  was  the  main  road  between  Chicago  and  the  western 
towns  before  the  turnpike,  now  Lake  Street,  v  as  built,  v, «  s  known  as  the 
whiskey  point  Hoad,  if  his  immediate  family  chose  to  explain  tne  name 
ss  ori  . in r ting  from  the  number  of  hamburgers  served  by  Penan,  that  is 
certainly  their  affair*  however,  Henan's  tendencies  in  this  direction 
sin,. led  him  out  for  oblivion  in  the  family  archives,  and  little  is 

Or 

kn ov; n  of  his  c? r e er  . 


oi  the  old  rood  Edwin  Gale  wrote.  "The  whiskey  roint  no;  d  lead -.n  to  tv.p 

term  over  which  i  traveled  so  auch  was  ,  fair  sa;.Ple  of  them  ell  f 

°h  thtti  °Xrds  were  sln°in6  in  southern  skies,  when  the  frosts’btTeowe 
ana  woe  flowers  gone,  when  the  rains  hr  d  filled  the  round  wif 

and  the  waters  covered  the  face  of  the  earth,  r,ak lug'  every  depression  a 

ew°nStv  v;1"h01ft  a  d1ltyh  anywhere  to  carry  off  the  rccmaullted  floods: 
then  the  wheels  same  „o  the  hubs,  and  the  hearts  of  the  drivers  sank' 
correspondingly;  then  blows  and  coaxing  alike  were  un-rV*  ili  ng  in  st-rtir- 
the  tired  teams  and  the  settling  loads.  ,t  was  at  such  tiff  th^ge  ^ 
aibccur?-&ea  farmers,  wet,  cold,  hungry  end  disconsolate,  lost  in  mud  end 
aerkness  would  cast  their  eyes  longingly  toward  v.  his  key*  Point,  as  the 
«vo fl.wer  oe-i ten  marriner  longs  for  r  friendly  port,  lor  the  1 rrmer  knew 
t..iat  'Old  howleyi  had  something  for  him  in  keeping  with  the  ns  me  of  the 
Point  if  he  could  only  manage  to  get  there “ 


It  is  doubtful  if  r.enen 1  s  zealous  iiachel 
nature  of  her  new  home,  when  she  arrived 
hardly  have  been  received  in  more  than  a 


•'  <  vf 


c  or  a  'letc  iy  ap .  raj  s  od  of  t  h  e 
follow  1  ng  ye  *  r  she  c  ouid 
room  log  house,  isolated 


miles  from  neighbors,  dirty  and  probably  infested  with’mTless  v~\  'in 
than  were  customary  in  the  average  Chicago  dwelling.  Kxpoctatiens  o ' 
domestic  tranquility  must  have  seemed  n  remote  hope. 


*»'  *»*  vr  ■ 
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1834 


Jho  i  p.nd  rush  to  Chicago  was  on.  Fortunes  in  re?  1  estate  were  made  end  lost. 
As ' the  news  went  out,  speculators  and  settlers  moved  in  by  the  hundreds, 
Chica  o  v.f  s  *  on  the  map*,  and  to  the  promised  land  came  the  l'aiilv,  trie  no  s 
and  inlaws  of  hemm  How  ley, 

4 

The  now  leys  and  others  from  Vermont  settled  in  Section  14  of  Leyden  Township 
and  the  map  on  the  opposite  page  shows  holdings  of  land  some  years  later 
there  being  no  map  in  existence  showing  any  details  01  settlement  outside 
the  city  limits  at  tnat  ear  jy  date.  Some  oi‘  the  ir  neighbors  at  that  time 
were  hr.  brooks  and  nr .  Sherman  on  Section  3,  and  Lsr;-  and  william  Ellis  on 
Sec  o  ons  9  and  10.  Samuel  and  iibel  Spencer  settled  on  the  Lair smboiso 
Reserve  (Robinson's)  just  east  of  the  mix  Flaines  niver,  buying  a  portion 
of  bLvid  Everett's  purchase,  ana  erected  a  log  house  which  w/-  s°  some  time  s 
used  as  a  hotel.  Later  they  built  t  tavern  on  the  west  siae  of  the  river. 

±n  1844  when  the  Post  Office  was  established  at  their  hotel,  the  settlement 
'was  named  Cezenovia  aft er  trie  new  fork  town  from  w hence  the  Soencers  had 
come,  '..hen  william  Emerson  was  appointed  Postmaster  the  post  office  was 
moved  to  his  home  and  the  name  changed  to  Leyden  Center/ The  district  is  now- 
known  as  River  drove,  others  of  the  neighbors  were  O.C .  „illey,  George  A* 
Gutherie  and  Elijah  Shaw, 

reman  and  Rachel  had  eight  children  which  the  following  brief  facts  will 
serve  to  place  in  position; 


(1)  william  Burritt  Rowley,  eldest  son,  born  at  Shelburn,  . t.,  1811  who  came 
to  Chicago  shortly  after  his  marriage  at  Sr  iburn  to  Lura,  dau  hter  of  Samuel 
P.  Curry,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  his  brothers .  retails  of  his  family  ^ 
and  line  are  on  following  pages.  ‘  : 


(2)  Reman  Rowley,  probably' 2nd  son,  who  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  his  neighbor,  J> cob  Kline 
who  was  later  r  school  trustee  and  director  of 
Le 7/den  Township,  and  who  remained  in  the  bnica^o 
are  p . 

(3)  James  mow ley  who  married  belie  Chapin, 
another  Leyuen  neighbor.  They  later  moved  to 
Minnesota. 

(4  )  Bis h op  i v. ow le y ,  w h o  r e m ai n s  un a c c oun t e a  f  o r . 
,c  recall  that  Le  was  mentioned  by  Rachel  as 
driving  stage  in  Lew  fork  State,  me  is  mentions 
but  once  a0?  in  in  family  annals  with  the  crypti 
notation;  nishop  -  lost,  ms  this  could  mean  any 
of  sever? 1  things,  bishop  becomes  a  most  intrig- 
i rig  c  e  ne  r  1  o g  ic  a  1  •  itc h  *  , 

(5)  Paulina  Rowley,  on  -  horn  there  is  no  data, 
pr e 3 uned  t o  hr ve  at t ained  he r  nr j or i ty • 

(6)  Lucy  P .  Rowley,  who  probably  came  with  her 
mother  in  1834-5,  found  er  ployr.ent  6n  a 


on  the  road  to  LIgi 


n  where 


4-  4-  1 


a. 


Osc ;  f 


"S 


brev/st-er .  They  settled  at  Little  -ooas  on 
Fox  niver,  and  of  them  much  more  anon. 


-  war*** >***. 


-&V.  ■ 


V 

■»  arnlLui  ih«v  t-T 

. 

e 

(7)  Hester  Kowley,  who  died  aged  8  in  1856, 


presumably  in  Chicago 
men  ti  oned  by  ricche!  rs 


(Q)  Aldric.k  Rowley,  born  in  Shelturn,  1815, 
being  in  huron,  Ohio  in  1851.  m turning  to  vVraont’J he kdlvoTiAdhic^o 
-n  lbo'x  ■v/ith  his  or  other  william,  his  mother  and  possibly  other  members'" 
ol^the.  family.  when  they  Hirst  arrived  '11  must  have  lived  vith  heir"?  n  at 
mniskey  Point  until  land  c  oula  be  purchased  and  cabins  built.  Shortly 
alter ^provic.ing  the  rudiments  of  living,  .  Idrick  returned  to  Vermont  for 

n3.s  (jxi  e-to-De,  Jane  Perry,  of  vr  on  the  bait  nee  oi'  those  vritinrs  largely 
concerns.  ■  ^  °  J 


reman,  now  ±ey,  forty  ye-*  rs  of  age  in  the  year  1854,  fade 
at  this  point,  xhere  are  indications  that  he  bee a  me  p  * 


Les  from  the  pic  t 'ire 
at-  this  point,  xhere  are  indications  that  he  became  p  ‘problem*  to  his 

family,  and  us  more  or  less  ignored.  .Vis  wife  nachel  maintains  her 
p  Ooi  u  ion  in  une  bac  leg  round  oi  hov/xey  ri  j  i  r  s  *  noth  nachel  and  her  sister, 
lister  (Burritt)  Judaon  died  in  the  cholera  epeuernic  in  July  of  1351. 
fieri? n,  *  t  the  age  of  61,  died  in  1854,  and  both  /re  buried  ?t  the  old 


c  e me  1 1  r y  i  n  K or v; o o d  H  rk 


t\  M  r\  ✓  . 
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THE  LINS  OF  WILLIAM  B UK HITT  ROWLEY 


18il 


1879 


Samuel  P*  Cur rye 
Born  1781 ♦ 

18b9  » 


Henan  Rowley: 
1794  -  1855* 


•Anna  Woodruff 
Born  178o *  Ob 
1854,J*n.2A 


n 


nercus  versena- 
Born  noil and 
1791 •  Arrived 
1854 « Ob • Chi c eg o 
1905, 


R I  chard  iv  e  r  a  er.a 

in 


Lara  i  Curry. 
Born  Sp e 1 - 
burneyil8l5 
(^Chicago 
Ibob  * 

:K  a  t  h  e  r  .1  n  e  Ahd  am  s 
Arrived  1354,  Ob 
io  1855, 


born  Holland 
174 5c  Arrived 
1854, 

c  ago"  *1903, 


Ob,  Chi' 


Edward  versema 

v  &  —  <3otv*  a  c-sj  vl_>  ( 

Maud  versema 

^  \  —  Twines. 

uvo Oy  rt 


Lucy  lJ  Rowley 
Born  Chicago, 
184  o ,  Ob ,  R  ay  ~ 
mond ,  » t  a  shi ng - 
ux  • 


t 


1929, 


"I  O  t  A 

J.  <w>  ^  e 


cL 


0^>To 


nel en  II,  versema 
Born  Chicago  in 
loud,  Ux.*1887. 
Ob. Paso  Robles, 
Cal.  1927. 


:R  ach  e  1  Bur  r  i  1 1 
1788  -  1854 


William  Burr it t *  Rowley 
Born  Shi e lour ne ,  v  t  •  Oc t  . 

LI,  1811 .  Ob  ©  Chicago, 

Sept,  2,  1879,  ux® Shelburne 
Nov,  23,  1823 
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hele n  'Row  ley  r=phe nrv  Che  pin 
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Oil ve  Eva 
Chapin  Chapin 


Nicholas  GuthJ  er: 
Ob, Germany  lo37. 


.u  am©  a 
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Lorens  luthier: 
B  o  rn  G  e  r*  m  an  y 
1828 • Arrived 
1845 , Ux, Cleve¬ 
land  1857.  CD 
Chicago  19 24 * 


-v;  ary 

tsenbach 
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io  h 
hvVt  caw 
CVUcaGo 
'\z  S 


ora  f»i7*  Guthi e r 
5.  Chicago  lbUB 
uxVrI1920. 


George IGuthier 
Bern  Chic  am  o  ?wv. 
18o3 


.0  a  th  er  me 
Knecht.  c 
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M a r y  Ellen  ^jJahm 
Born  1921 


rib  om  a  s  M  *  D  ahm 
Sa,  J-fc  Gregor,  he. 
1887.  Lieut. in 
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or  Columbia 
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JANE  PERRY  ROWLEY; 


xhe  s piling  and  summer  of  1816  were  renarkablv  r  olri  c>nr.v.  r -j  , 
depth  of  several  Inches  in  all  parts  ofrv^nt°on^e°Btb  of  ^  ^ 


from  the  general  failure  of  thJcrouJL  -  '  -  '“l  U1B  C'L'!  01  June>  ;nd 
provisions,  westward,  Indian  wsJ JgnMd  sta^odr^bevond^ts^^t. 
ern  boi a«rs  ley  only  unorganized  public  domain,  hewlv  elected  Presio^nt 
^onroe  was  on  a  tour  of  hew  England  in  an  attempt  toTispeli anti-nawSnr 
feeling,  xt  was  she  first  post-war  ;ear. 


isrnel  Perry,  in  1616  aged  22,  vet  ern  of  the  Ur  of  1612- 
in  Captain  Stone's  Company,  and  Lomenda  (Conner)  M 


he vi ns 


made  their  .home  in  Charlotte,  not  i  ar  from  Sheiburn.  it  is  evident ,  ^from 
^e  of  her  maiden  name  on  the  invitation  to  the  nail  commemorating 
^0A®  1  l^tsburg  victory  that  she  married  sometime  alter  Sent  ember  6th  of 
Ib^.o,  ineir  daughter,  Jane,  was  born  on  September  4th  of  the  following 
year,  '  ~  ° 


;  served 
19  had 


As  a  father,  Israel  proved  to  be 
a  diss anointing  experiment,  his 
v.ife  died  March  19th  Id 20  in  her 
25rd  year,  and  he  promptly  de¬ 
serted  his  child,  leaving  her  in 
the  care  of  her  widowed  ^rar id- 
mother,  ?: tience  Tefft  Conger 
who,  a 1 thought  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  apparently  lived  ? lone , 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Jane  had 
?  lonely  and  strange  childhood 
devoid  of  normal  affection,  she 
recalled  in  later  years  that  her 
Uncle  lei  son  Perry,  so-called 
handsomest  man  in  the  countv  who 
had  annas sed  considerable 
wealth  in  Mobile,  returned  to 
his  Vermont  home  on  a  visit, 
i.ich  and  influential,  Uncle  kel¬ 
son  presented  an  awesome  figure 
to  his  Vermont  relations,  visit¬ 
ing  his  neice,  his  appearance 
elicited  such  fear  that  she  ran 
•for  the  woods.  Going  in  search 
of  her,  uncle  kelson  found  her 
crying  and  took  her  up  in  his 
arms  and  kissed  her.  in  her.  mem¬ 
ories  of  childhood  the  Instance 
stood  out  as  the  sole  expression 
of  affection  with  which  she 
came  in  contact. 
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No  pictui'e  of  Jane  during  her  _ _ 

childhood  or  youthful  years  exists,  r  _-rrg.ps  because  of  t-  is  she 
to  draw  a  picture  of  herself  in  words  which,  i.rny  years  later,  she 
nictated  to  her  daughter,  ^arietta,  and  entitled  'Pages  Prom  ky  Life 


a  t  b  . . e ted 


’* *' *) \  "» 


4>  %v  M  4. 


woraPnhood^that^Vnev- "  •  llhy  io-°  ''  ?’  hon°  °f  ’ny  childhood,  girlhood  ar 
?ith  unspoken  words  or  00^0*^^?^ 

its  vain  repinings.  'Ae  dear  old  hills',  brooks  and' riv'-lots  stUl^re  • 
Iresb  in  my  memory,  still  x  look  back  as  thou  h  it  v.— e  i'd  , t  ,  ® 

pnd  ”*  eyes  grow  dim  and  my  heart  sradens  ,-s  1  muse!  ye.Meic.aj, 

x  uoubt  if  there  are  many  who  hold  their  homes  in  such  reverence  .  ,,-1 
0fVr"e.-c^i:nti?n.  .?erhaPs  ^  —  on  account  o?  Seorived 

WPS  true  "  'had  a  kind1  r-  *'*?*’  ,  friu  Lelng  lelfc  comparatively  alone,  it 

.  !  kxnu  &randmother,  but  an  unl'celim  lather  and  no 
brothers  or  sisters  to  shield  me  from  the  blast  on  cold 
well  do  1  remember  the  day  that  my  mother  was  laid  away  in  the~co‘d 
6iou:n,  and  my  lather  for  the  first  time  trying  to  console  me  and  stoo 

my  piteous  crying.  How  little  do  children  realize  the  bjessinrs  of  .1'not> 
er  s  love,  end  that  no  one  can  fill  her  place.  Dressings  oi  a  motl 

From  that  time  i  lived  with  my  grandmother,  till  she  too  v; as  conveyed  to 
Tt^St;  costing  place.  ,,e  lived  in  p  lax-e  red  house  on  top  of  a  MU 

lonh  row  nf  01  chard  ln  lront  and  »  shady  lane,  mack  of  the  house  ms  a 
e.  ^  *  ,01  ofrns,  an  on.  ciaer  mill  and  all  the  attachments  of  an  old 

fashioned  none,  me  large  kitchen  rises  before  my  memory  with  its  sanded 
floors  and  straight  backed  chairs  where  we  did  the  moms  wol-k  of  scoot- 
mg,  cooking  and  mending*  Evenings  when  the  day  *  s  \  ork  was  done,  Grandma 
anc\  1  *' 0 -ild ^  take  our  kniting  and  sit  in  the  south  door,  she  with  her  low 
rocking  chair  and  1  on  the  large  door  stone,  and  listen  to  the  mournful 
c-iirp  oi  the  ka  tydids  and  the  tones  of  the  gras  shop;  ers  who  would  oerch 
on  the  fence  until  uheir  little  bodies  coulu  be  seen  in  a  black  line  for 
quite  a  distance. 


Then  rnv  thoughts  •  ould  go  wandering  off  into  the  future  till  called 
bc-ck  by  the  gentle  touch  of  her  r.c  nd  on  my  head*  "Jennie  dear,  wh 1 1  are 
you  thinking  about;"  Then  my  needles  would  fly  again,  and  she  would 
begin  to  t^lz  of  tne  old  times,  telling  me  of  Grandpa  who  had  died  in 
the  war  of  the  devolution  (war  of  lol2  -  oohn  Gonger,  husband  of  Patience 
died  march  3rd  ldl-3)  oi  his  tall  commanding  figure  and  handsome  face,  of 
their  young  days  when  he  came  courting,  till  my  young  hetrt  would  beat 
foolishly  and  a.  would  sigh  for  a  lover  of  the  olden  times,  and  in  the 
simplicity  oi  my  years  ask  when  x  could  have  someone  to  love  me.  rhen 
she  would  rebuke  me  gently,  saying.  "Poor  silly  child,  your  time  will 
come  soon  enough,  what  would  x  cio  if  you  were  Oono  i  " 


ow  c  x  L/i  X  >J  ± 


x  a j spent  my  d uy s  in  x'amoxxii^  cU'uunu.  in  one  v.oods  ii* 
birchbark  and  v.int  r  green,  or  anywhere  my  fancy  led  me.  x  v  as  not  alone, 
for  x  had  a  mate  who  was  as  fond  of  outdoor  exercise  as  myself,  une  day 
we  started  for  the  woods  in  high  glee,  x  think  there  was  never  a  pleas¬ 
anter  d^y  when  the  birds  sang  so  sweet  and  the  sun  crone  so  brightly, 
casting  its  rays  on  the  grand  old  mountains.  *.11  nature  seemed  alive  as 
well  as  us,  we  danced  along  with  a  hop,  skip  t nd  a  jump  and  at  list 
reached  our  place  of  destination  which  was  a  brook  or  river  that  me  ana  or 
ed  through  the  woods,  -here  is  there  a  child  who  does  not  love  to  wade 
in  the  water....  x  am  sure  x  did .  we  scrambled  a  own  the  tank  and  in  v.e 
went .  bye  and  bye  a  floating  plank  caught  our  eye  arid  a  0rund  idea 
presented  itself,  which  was  to  take  a  ride,  and  v.e  both  man*  0ed  to  et 
on  and  were  sailing  along  in  fine  style  till  by  an  unlucky  move  the 
plank  slipped  and  v/e  were  precipitated  into  the  water  in  a  very  uncer- 
imonious  manner.  »*e  were  completely  drenched  and  were  obliged  to  start 
for  home  in  haste,  spending  the  ran-  index*  of  the  day  in  drying  our 
clothes  before  the  grate. 


Vx  JU*"- 


Iv'y  days  were  made  up  of  just  such  days,  of  great  anticipation  and  expec¬ 
tation,  out  generally  ended  up  as  this  one  had  done,  in  complete  fai  ure. 
1  have  gone  three  miles  to  procure  gum,  rnd  after  reachin,  the  foot  of 
the  mountain,  remembered  that  at  some  period  of  my  life  i  had  heard  some¬ 
one  say  that  an  old  bear  had  her  cien  there,  so  of  course  all  x  did  vm-  s  to 
retrace  my  steps.  The  only  pets  l  remember  having  '..-ere  a  couple  of  lambs. 
..ith  them  1  would  romp  and  play  for  hours;  how  much  v.e  enjoyed  it,  but 
they  were  soon  considered  to  much  trouble  and  in  spite  ol  my  cries  and 
entreaties  were  banished  to  the  pasture  to  mingle  with  the  common  sheep. 

we  rarely  had  company  except  when  the  u  stor  called,  or  some  of  the  old 
ladies  dropped  by  to  chat  away  the  hours.  Occass tonally  an  old  bach  or  an 
elderly  widower  would  come  purring  around,  and  then  in  high  dud  eon  x 
would  start  for  Aunt  -Pattys  across  the  field  to  tell  her°ali  about  it. 
Aunt  Patty  was  a  good  old  maid  who  lived  all  alone  with  the  exception  of 
her  cat,  a  large  grey  one.  we  were  great  friends,  x  goin0  to  her*  with  all 
my  childish  troubles,  and  she  giving  me  advice  and  counsel,  when  1  with 
her  would  make  up  my  mind  never  to  marry,  but  always  to  live  like  her  mid 
have  no  one  to  trouble  me.  Then  images  of  grandma  and  her  handsome  lover 
would  flash  through  my  head,  arid  all  thoughts  of  being  an  old  maid  would 
vanish  instantly. 

x  was^  seven  years  old  when  X  first  commenced  school,  but  I  have  not  yet 
told  how  x  looked,  x  was  rather  slim  and  delicate  with  omrk  hair  and  eyes 
that  were  n  ither  grey  nor  blue,  about  half  way  between,  a  straight  nose 
and  had  white,  even  teeth. • .guess  was  Quite  pretty*  rut  x  cared  not  for 
that  if  x  could  only  be  by  myself  off  in  the  swamp  having  r  camp  meeting 
in  some  lonely  place  where  a  could  make  the  woods  ring  v ith  my  singing. 


a  s 


But  as  X  was  saying,  x  commenced  to  go  to  school.  The  school  house 
situated  down  the  hill  just  east  of  our  house •  xt  was  a  little  pink  piece, 
the  benches  were  high  and  ran  around  the  sine  or  the  room  leaving  the 
middle  open,  when  we  v. ere  laive  ^ir Is,  we  useu  to  aa rice  every  day,  j, 
generally  being  the  chief  musician.  The  teacher  was  a  ppim,  stiff  old  maid 
and  very  exacting,  many  a  time  aia  x  see  her  bring  up  her  bundle  of 
seasoned  sprouts  and  lay  them  on  the  back  of  some  poor  trembling  culprit, 
my  turn  came  too,  and  x  stood  there  with  only  my  chemise  ana  thin  dress 
on  waiting  for  my  punishment.  She  would  seize  me  by  the  arm  ana  xay  the 
whip  on  my  poor  smarting  shoulaers  until  x  was  ready  to  drop  with  vex- tion 
pain  and  humiliation,  all  for  some  trivial  offence,  but  x  must  hurry  by 
those  days  or  x  shall  get  excited,  now  eagerly  v.e  looked  forward  to  Sunday 
when  there  was  no  school  and  no  work,  and  v.e  could  have  our  best  clothes 
and  go  to  church.  Ho w  well  x  remember  the  first  pair  ol'  slippers  x  had, 
and  how  with  a  consequential  air  x  stood  up  and  made  visible  the  tip  of 
my  shoe. 

Time  passed  on  and  x  attained  my  16th  year,  it  was  then  that  x  began  to 
know  what  life  was,  to  want  to  live  differently,  to  have  aspirations  for 
a  higher  life,  for  alas,  1  was  in  love,  x  beg-.n  to  know  wru  t  it  wt  s  to 
feel  myself  chained  to  one  being,  dependent  on  him  for  happiness .  row  x 
do  a  ted  on  him.  nis  smile  was  enc.e  ament,  his  whisper  f  spell,  x  ulc.  nave 
left  home,  kindred,  ail  x  possessea  in  the  world  for  his  sake,  at  v;»  s  such 
a  love  as  come  to  women  but  once  in  their  lives,  out  ax  s,  an  uni'orseen 
hand  dashed  the  cup  of  happiness  from  my  lips  ere  they  had  scarcly  t a s ted 


its  sweet  nectar,  and  once  more 


thrown  back  to  my  old  life  with  a 


changed  heart,  x  was  a  woman  it  eighteen,  bod  pity  those  'who  are  maae 
women  so  young • 


*  ">*-*'■ 


.  / 


I 


V. 


,.V’\VW''r- 


r 


\ 

*  -V 


4S 
/.  ••  . 


v4  \  . 

'V'*~  V  < 

;  .'i' ■«-,-■  H 


/  >  • 

.->• »  / 


•>v- 
'  » 

"  x,.jl 


■«>  *.  1v.  ’ 

•  »l  >*  •■  l 


W>. 


/  V_>  ,  5 


Vi-.*- 


:  ",  ' 

\  \  \ 


•  « 

{  % 

'  A 

i 

*•<>  N  ,  '  . 

i-  ■  :• 


V  A 

•v  :■• 

*' A 


>  jg*- 


•«. 


~..v * ..... _ .  . 


■•  i- 


.  ;•* 


/ 


•-*'x 


\  ; 


■ 


T-  l*"  *■ 


} 


«x- 


J 


;tv 

%■ 


>f5 


V 

.  i 

A  ' 


A 


X 


X  » 


,-A- 


&' 

P 


X 


J) 

f  , 


**> 


'  ii  .  t  x  :*i. 


0 


v* 


r- 


v 


■  -  * 


r  .  .£  *-  * 

i».  '  i 


•■**** 


t*.  -  ' 


•'  S 


»  * 

1  « 


•% 


-< 


■  V  '■  ;:  . 


.j'  *  •  j  *....•  ...:•;  i\d«i^wrt£Uy  u.u 


•  Sru-  iV_  v**V  *-  •.«*_*■*■»  »*.  >1.*  •  x.*.  .  ..  , 


never°kn©«?  %U*  ■'"*  *01'ld>  but 

on  one- s  self  with  none  to  pity  or  console,  if  is  a"t.i  t  Ur‘  Jrfu^t^o 
but  it  xs  f  11  the  better  often  it  is  .over  for  its  very  bitt  rneSs. 


it 


Then  x  was  the  envy  of  all  the  young  lauies  of  our  nei  hoorhood.  *  ricv- 
nanusome  young  Han  came  to  our  comu.ity,  ana  1  v.as  f  e  lo-ostoAe  *hf  t  *’ >•© 
him  there  out  it  moved  me  not.  my  hair  was  beautiful,  ,.na  x  tore  uln  ‘x', 
siinycui  Is  cii-ouna  my  nock.  ±  haraly  knew  what  passed  in  the  p^ec-^din 
W*s  ana  time  had,  _  in  a  measure,  h€  led 

v  orn  oi  i  ir.e  snarpness  oi  dis sapointnent .  1  begcn  once  more  to  look  life  In 
the  i  ace,  lo  nng  ana  dance  as  formerly,  but  my  step  had  lost  some  of  its 
sprihgiiig  xig.it/iess.  it  was  about  this  time  that  my  beloved  ..-randmother 
called  away  from  this  world.  of  sin  and  sorrow.  Oh  how  lo 

W8S  affT  y  had  can-led  her  .-way.  x  went  coon  axterwards  to  reside  with 
an  aunt  ( na  hala  Conger  Pierce),  and  it  was  there  that  i  i 
c orn r.e nee  life  sg^in. 


old  nouse 
w 

s  destined  to 


xt  v/es  about  a  year  (1834)  after  my  grandmother's  death  that  my  cousin  -  ave 

afd'fcyL  ftd  f  tfcls  party  *  8PW  !,y  future  husband,  although  x  little  cfeamed 
of  it  at  „ne  time,  x  '.,ore  bxrck  silk  nr-d.e  so  as  to  clispl;  y  the  whiteness  oi' 
i^y  shoulders  which  were  covered  by  ray  falling  curls,  x  can  look  back  over  the 
lapse  of  years  and  live  that  night  over  amain. 


ne  was  a  little  above  the  medium  in  sice  with  dark  hair  and  eyes,  a  pleasant 
exru  essl  on  c  nd  a  S'.-eet  smile,  ne  paid  me  some  little  attention  and  he,  be  in 
a  stranger,  it  was  received  with  not  a  little  gratified  pride,  when  'at  part¬ 
ing  he  craved  permission  to  renew  the  acquaintance  thus  made  it  vw  s  nr  ant'. d 
with  a  .thrill  of  pleasure.  He  came  often,  ana  the  t*  lo  is  Ire  cay  well  kno.  n. 

Before  1  realizea  it  i  had 


lv on  him  mv  promise  zo 


\*v 


~  f 

■--a' 

T  Vp,  . 
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v  - 


•*t  V-'".  V.' 


V  * 


it>2iala»s  home 

and  tue  view  ii»om 

the  door-  - nr  d  i th 
« 

C Pixel's  Hump  in 
the  distance . 


jr 1 


r , 
&- 


share  the  sorrows  and  joys  oi'  lire  with  him.  xt 
<-  II  seems  line  a  dream,  x  knew  he  v.as  rood,  and 
noble,  and  lovea  me  passionately.  ±  knew  x  was  not 
h ap py  save  in  his  pi* e s enc e  . 
home,  f  nd  so  was  i.  End  it  v, 
out  west  and  build  up  a  home 
be  all  in  all  to  each  other, 
our  an t ic ipa t i ons ,  End 
time  fiev.  by.  finally 
the  time  of  parting 
cane . 


Aun t  hr h f ■  1 a  C o n ,  e r 


ite  w  •  s 

in  need  of  a 

a  s  our 

plan  to  go  c  v, a 

of  our 

own.  «.e  would 

kany  a 

nd  or*  i 0h t  w e r e 
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*he  ?la?e  of  him  that  us  about*  to  lorvo  met  I!0V-  v.ell  do 


.t 


i. 


•'5  Ji  t;ie  day  de  1g:P*  1  stooa  in  the  uoor  with  his  kiss  upon  my  brow 
sjiu  t.-;e  te-rs  stre ruing  dov;n  my  f-.ce.  it  seemed  as 'though  the  sun  almost 
ceased  u  shine,  but  1  shall  pass  over  the  long  weary  days  that,  followed . 


One  year  pnd  a.  half 


D 


sec! 


OV  r '  n-r 
<  *;  c  A  , 


ctd.  l  lived  on  the  letters  of  my  only 


jiiena.  he  liked  the  country,  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  the  prairies,  and  only 
wished  for  me  to  be  comparatively  happy,  oh  how  my  heart  earned  for  some- 
oru  " °  x^’  *  someone  to  love.  i.  took  a  small  school,  thinking  to  c  ivert 

my  mind,  but  he  returned  sooner  than  v.as  expected  and  I  rave  up  "my  school 
and  began  my  preparations  for  the  journey  west. 

1  cannot  describe  the  varied  emotions  of  my  heart  rt  this  time,  ky  love  o- 
native  country,  the  grand  old  mountains,  beautiful  .. oods  and  my  kindred 
m  de  me  feel  sad  at  the  thought  o.i  leaving  them,  'then  the  excitement  nnci 
the  novelty  of  the  journey  out  west,  together  with  my  desire  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  and  manly  heart  that  was  henceforth  to  be  my  own"  maae  me  wish  to  o. 

But  many  and  bitter  were  the  te;rs  l  shed. 

At  l’st  all  was  ready,  and  a  party  of  about  twenty  of  us  went  away  to  a 

li  ttle  ,  ill  age,  and  in  the  parlor  oi  the  inn  i  stood  tremblina*,  a  b  iush  inr 


oricie .  ( a uiy  loth  18  ob )  it  was  a  beautiful,  bright  sunshiney  day,  ana  peace 
seemed  to  fold  her  dov/ney  wing  over  ny  poor  heart  as  ±  uttered  the  solemn 
words • 


in  three  weeks  1 


on  that  day  we  bid  farewell  to  our  friends,  native  hill 


and  started,  it  so emed  a s  t hout ,h  rrry  h e •  +■ 


rt  would  break,  and  fwas  then  i 
realised  the  blessing  of  his  love  when,  with  brimming  eyes,  he  tried  to 
quell  his  own  sorrow  to  comfort  me.  -.,e  crossed  Lake  Champlain  ana  took 
the  C&nel  through  York  State.  The  scenery  was  beautiful,  but  rny  eyes  were 
constantly  overflowing  \  ith  tears,  ana  i  was  more  inclined  to  lie'  in  my 
berth  and  give  way  to  my  feelings  than  anything  else.  Love  of  home  is  stron; 
ly  developed  within  me.  l  see  now  that  i  should  not  have  0iven  way  to  my 
feelings,  especially  when  aldrick  was  within  hearing.  p;is  stout  heart  must 
have  almost  l ailed  him  when,  instead  of  having  a  helpmate,  he  had  a  h inher¬ 
ence,  but  he  made  due  allowance  for  , y  homesickness  and  hoped  for  better 
things  in  the  future,  we  reached  Ohio  at  last  after  a  long  weary  time  and 
proceeded  from  there  to  Chicago  in  teams  where  we  finally  arrived.  On  we 
went  a  few  miles  further,  and  there  we  squatted. 

Chicago  in  the  year  of  1856  was  undergoing  its  last  months  of  boom  times, 
in  1357  the  bubble  burst,  and  the  severest  period  of  depression  set  in,  am 
the  wildest  land  craze  the  country  had  ever  seen  was  over,  the  population 
had  increased  to  4170,  a  free  ferry  haa  been,  established  across  the  river 
at  dearborn  Street,  the*  corporate  limits  of  the  city  embraced  all  the 
territory  between  22nd  btreet  ana  ..ort-h  hvenue,  ana  extended  west  from  the 
Lake  to  i.ood  Street,  an  ares  of  ten  square  miles. 


Aldrick  worked  the  farm  while  the  weather  was  seasonable,  and  in  the  wlnt 
took  up  the  making  of  shoes.  Jane  lived  with  Heman  and  a  sc  hoi  rt 
Continuing  her  narrative,  she  wrote; 


he  foint. 


in  the  next  few  yet  rs  we  squatted  and  re-squatted  and  squated  rg^ in.  i  v. a 
very  homesick,  but  the  love  of  my  faithful  husband  kept  me  up,  and  by  the 
time  our  first  babe  was  born  (December  Ibth  1557)  i  had  become  quite  recon¬ 
ciled  and  began  to  look  on  the  far -spreading  prairies  -.ith  pleasure,  ana  t 


) 


see  bowty  in  everything.  Uur  bi-.be  was  rather  small  ana  leoble,  but  it 
grew  stronger  daily,  and  to  our  lonct  eyes  never  .  baby  looked  so  pretty. 

had  very  dark  eyes  and  hair,  and  v/e  named  it  Martha,  xt  was  our  first 
coin  oind.  always  hold  the  warmest  pls.ce  in  our  heart 


o  c 


Socially,  the  City  was  stagnant.  For  three  years  alter  its  incorporation 
there  was  little  of  either  growth  or  civic  development*  rhe  cencus  of  1840 
showed  in  increase  01  only  300  iron  the  year  1657,  in  Vermont,  the  Rowley 
relations  waited  for  news  from  the  far  west,  end  on  April  22nd  1853  Hem  an 
how  ley  or,  received  the  loll  owing  letter  from  his  sister  3?  lly  (Seymour), 
It  was  addressed  to  i.ir  •  :  ,  Rowley,  Chicago,  hook  County,  Illinois,  Mid 
was  received  twenty-three  days  after  the  arte  of  sending, 

"Brother  Kenan;  l  once  more  have  the  privilege  of  writing  to  you  \  ith 
sincere  affection,  and  have  heartfelt  desire" to  he  c  r  from  you* respecting 
your  health  and  situation  in  life,  ana  the  rest  of  your  family  and 
Josephus  ( Hawley ) , 


t  8 

.  v 


decline;  we  see  that  we  are  all  _oing 
til  the  earth.  We  have  faint  hope  of  seeing 


l  and  my  family  and  the  rest  of  our  friends  enjoy  a  common  degree  of  health 
except  brother  anon's  wife  (Mercy  -  she  died  the  lolloping  year)  her 
•  »alth  is  no  better,  re  wished  me  to  write,  1 e  sends  ily*s 

respects  to  you  and  Rachel,  and  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  you  all,  feels 
anxious  to  hear  from  you,  wishes  you  to  write  soon,  i.rs,  Jerusha  Fletcher 
(not  related)  is  thought  to  be  in 
one  after  another  the  way  o: 

you  and  our  fi iends  in  the  west  once  more,  but  time  ana  opportunity  is 
uncertain,  therefore  be  wise,  i.y  anxiety  for  you  ana  to  see  you  ana  yours 
is  great. 

j.  nave  xio  essential  news  to  write,  i'he  war  in  C anada  has  ce*  sed  at  pz*e sent 
Cm-  i  irenas  t.oere  are  well  but  divide  a  in  sentiment,  naos  J  f  wlay  and  Lvnu 
Siiir  th  ne  w  <  i  m  ^ oy firsts •  x  eter  I  aw  1  ey  is  on  the  other  siae;  he  is  for 
Liberty.  (The  war  referred  to  is  the  almost  forgotten  rebellion  in  Lower 
Canada,  rhe  Vermonters  supposed  that  tie  Canadians  were  stru,  lira  to  free 


themselves  from  tyranny  and  oppression  as  their  own  fathers  had  in  the 
American  Revolution,  Perhaps  they  were  right,  but  the  c overnor  of  Vermont 
issued  a  proclamation  warning  the  people  of  his  state  against  the  peril 
of  violating  the  laws  of  neautrslity,  and  when  the  insurgents  escaoed  into 
Vermont  they  were  dispersed  by  the  Vermont  militir.  Thus^ended  Canada's 
only  Patriot's  war*  which  had  so  greatly  stirred  Vermont  and  caused 
both  meetings  of  public  indignation  and  the  forming  of  volunteer  companies 
to  assist  the  people  of  power  Canada.) 

You  must  tell  Lucy  that  kyron  Holabuts  wife  is  dead  and  he  is  now  married 
to  Lucy  Comstock  -  use ar  Holabut  to  Lelia  Piersons.  Carry  burritt's  family 
is  well.  x±e  sold  that  place  at  the  P'ulls  a  year  ago.  jl  ?  nd  my'  family  join 
in  sending  our  love  and  resoects  to  vou  and  your  wife  and  family.  ..rite 
soon,  and  all  the  particulars  respecting  your  health  and  how  you  are  doing, 
f-e  11  e  long  letters. 

jl  should  like  to  see  you  all...  it  is  much  easier  to  talk  than  to  write, 
Lxcuse  the  imperfections  in  my  writing  -  it  is  in  haste.  _  have  rn  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  send  by  kt .  ^looa,  xbdwin  Pierce  ?  na  Lee  Tr.-.cy  who  are  going  to 
start  for  Illinois  toxnsnorrov; •  This  from  your  friend  and  sister, 

Sally  Seymour 


fc* 


-  ^  ,  SLEIGHS, 

*KTE  6ub--.C'- :-»er  lias  on  band  ’.lie  {*<•*« 

Vs*.  oesort.'m.’r*  ».f  fi  nbipar-?  pina- 

f  ■'  r  c? ! j ? .  * ' J S,  it, .jt  ^  &&■.. 

J  b'.'-n  .  ifT-Mj  ,t  :h»b  -‘Ction,  which  «v <!}  b;j 

disposed  i,t  rn  ffivof  coin  IP'!-.,,  r)nb. 

lie  nre  invited  to  ce’!  and  examine  for 
them«e!v-’?. 

Vv  line  Oik  Sprf’~n,  cf  rhe  best  quality, 
for  sale  by  ilie  sett  cr  thousand.  Ai*»n, 
firrt  rate  seasoned  ha-if  — j uch  Basswood 
Board-'. 

N.  B  AH  persons  n-r o-e  notes  nr  tc< 
counts  o-e  now  due.  or  'V  duo  on  ti-n  first 
of  J  > nun ry  nex' .  a-  ?  expected  ond  sviil  be  < 
required  to  make  protnp;  payo’sr,'.  **  i 
JOHN'S  GRAY.  ’ 

Burlington,  D--C.  14.  163(5. 


<•  /■  '..■■J-  ' 


! 

i 

ji 


c:‘  JTX  G. 


in  the  summer  of  1888  hunters  were  still 
^  aeer  m  tne  vicinity  of  riels  ted. 

Adams.  A  400  pound  Dear  had  been  killed  at 
La  Salle  and  Id?  ms  a  few  ye?  rs  oefore.  Liice 
others,  the  it ow leys  were  having  their  troubl 
and  struggling  against  the  odds  of  little 
cash  and  meaner  possessions.  Jane  continues 
her  storv.  •  .  .  lie <  rlv  three  years  pf  sseci  *-n G 


mother  daughter  was  ended  to  our  house  holt 


^  (October  8,  1840)  ibis  one  we  called  ^da,  as 

preuty  p  child  as  one  ever  sees,  with  dark  brown  eyes  ana  hair. 

Luc y ,  Aldr  ick  •  s  sister,  v; a s  h r  ving  t r oub le s  of  an o th er  k ind  v.  ith  th e 

cbi  s «  wnen  Oscar  Lrewster,  era.  a  ed  in  the  lumber*  business,  u  a* .  ied 
1;UC a  x* d’»  iey  it  v/ as  evic.ent  that  his  greatness  oi  heart  ana  c.emocr ?.. tic 
principles  were  partially  responsible,  it  is  doubtful  if  ■ ny  urewsuers, 
elder  or  otherwise,  could  be  completely  unaware  of  the  spiritual  * nd 
social  level  enjoyed  by  that  highly  esteemed  clan,  the  vaunted  standard 
bearers  of  America's  first  family.  Oscar  was  all  urewster,  no  aoubt  & 
good  man,  a  righteous  man  and  in  his  own  mind  honest  to  himself  md  all 
others*  Things  are  not  always  what  they  seem,  but  it  seemed  to  Lucy 
and  to  the  other  now leys  that  Oscar  had  no  intention  of  joining  the 
family,  it  ap  eared  that  in  his  v. if e~tr ?  ining  pro- mm  was  the  vit *  1 
iundenentr-1  that  relatives,  particularly  those  named  how  ley,  must  not 

be  allowed  to  clutter  up  the  house,  he  aid  his  best  to  convince  Lucy 


th«t  mnrrying  her  was  r  sufficient  favor  to  bestov  noon  -  he  ,  f. 

there  was  much  that  Oscar  coulo  have  cone  for  his  Wi^3°r elation^  £,T£* 


been  so  inclined, 
tions  he  made  the 
but  the  tre,1  ty  of 
if  anyone  up s  out 


to 


/  f'-f-  a  t  oi-.tj.uay 

ih  hi  S!jU0  r'nd  ne:rly  !,f  ienof  tea  his  wife's  ,rj„c. 
effort  to  bo  sociable  with  his  brother-in-law,  „iahck, 

t-ij.'  y  the  hur t  now ley  feeling  3^ 

^ ^  the  1<  te  thirties  the  lot 

probable  that  at  the  first  evi- 
hela  a  wr r  council  and  agreed 


W  c- 


peace  came 
of  step  it 

0.1  the  settlers  was  r  common  one.  it 
dence  of  Brewster  supremacy  the  howley 


late  to 
0  s  c  ar , 


that  the  Cabots,  Lodges  and  trewsters  could  take  f 
and  go  plumb  to  hell. 


heir  high  lalutin* 


me*  s 


1  1US  attitudes  on  both  sides  solved  nothing  and  was  bitter  medicine  for 

Lucy .  romesick  for  both. Vermont  and  her  family,  she  aid  her  best  to  be  a 

Drews ter,  rnd  finally  died  the  best  brews  ter  of  them  ail.  settled  on  tie 
lox  mver  not  more  tbmn  p  days  wagon  drive  from  Cazenovia  and  the 
iiow  leys,  it  might  well  have  been  the  distance  to  the  next  o  la  net .  Seven 
years  after  her  marriage  in  the  earliest  letter  still  in  existence  -no 
dated  key  lfth  1041  at  'Silver  Steamlet*,  Lucy  wrote  to  her  sis  ter -in-1*-  w; 

Sister  Jane;  Lather  B*s  father  has  died  quite  suddenly .  V  (y )  is  appoint- 
od  rdminis tr c  bor ,  so  <e  is  going  east  to  do  the  business,  starts  tomorrow. 
Oscra  takes  ham  to  Csicago.  1  would,  go  with  him,  cut  he  must  return  on 
Saturday  or  the  next  Sunday,  so  you  see  he  will  not  have  time  to  take  me 

home,  i  have  concluded  to  send  a  letter  in  place  of  nr  self.  „ant  vou  to 

\.rite  me  a  long  letter  in  answer.  Tell  me  what  you  are  -11  doing, "  what 
you  think  and  feel,  if  you  have  herd,  from  Keman,  where  James  is,  has 

/ldrick  made  his  hop  field,  do  you  make  much  butter,  what  it  brings . 

Above  all,  how  is  mother's  health,  how  does  .she  feeiy  Low  is  father,  has 
he  got  a  room  yeti  nil  about  william  and  Lucy ...  Lit  tie  ...art  ha,  does  she 
want  to  see  her  ,  unt  LucyY  kiss  her  for  me,  little  ada  too.  „eli,  you*ll 
think  i’ll  never  get  none  asking  questions,  out  oh  Jane, 


if  vou  icnew 


my  heart  bleeds  for  ail  and  how  solicitous  1  am  for  your  welfare, 
would  not  wonder  at  my  interrogations. 


ii 

how 


QU 


is  truly 
+• 


les  Jane,  1  look  out  of  my  east  chamber  window  on  a  prospect  that 
pleasing,  it  makes  me  almost  enthusiastic  for  a  moment,  but  ales, 
delightful  feelings  give  v/ay  to  sadness  when  1  think  of  home  and  my  own 
O'Neil  mother  •  eh  my  motner ,  what  will  become  oi  her .  be t fer  that  she  •  nd 
1  iong  ere  had  been  put  under  the  sod*  1  have  no  will  of  my  own,  am  a 
dependent  creature  *  So  much  i  or  poor  .iris  ihat  m-'  rry  out  of  tkeir  1  or  — 


ly,  though  userr  i 


-v.v,v 


tune.  1  feel  very  much  like  Leoizai,  Lord  william1  s  _  ,  _____ 

everything  to  me.  All  are  kind  and  everything  1  could  wish,  and  1  feel 
sometimes  that  my  lot  is  cast  among 
pleasant  places,  and  that  1  have  more 
than  1  deserve.  While  x  have  plenty  of 
everything,  x  feel  for  the  wants  of  my 
kinfolks,  but  nothing  but  labor  and  in¬ 
dustry  can  bring  fortune  to  them.  Sure¬ 
ly  if  a  family  is  industrious  it  is  the 
£r e w s  t  e r  f  < mi ly .  T  am  s ur e  that  if 
everyone  would  work  as  they  do  they 
would  not  be  poor,  Perseverance  ana  in¬ 
dustry  will  do  almost  everything. 

Hr  .  and  ,  ,r  s  .  br e w s  t «r  and  Joanna  w e n t 
do., n  the  river  on  Tuesday  and  v  ere  -.one 
one  ni^ht.  do  x  had  the  pleasure  of 
ke-ping  house,  wished  you  were  with  mo, 
nope  when  1  get  to  keeping  house  you 


bfii  w h  r r  i : ,  *: . -j  r \ ■  f s •  n  i  l » l  s  u c  «  •  a  v  f  lo */v  t.  h.  c  ■  ■ 


anci  aldrick  will  coma  ancl  see  me  and  r-rvi- hor>  r,,  „ 

Ml/'r  thiSV°  T*  *  Shtn V^hth^r  at  sr* 

dea^o^ lfo5:  t^i  S^^/roS 

anvone  else-  Ki «  fotv^y.  -s  o  ..._  -■  •>  *  unan 


ever 


srw,  always  so  kind  * nd 


a  mm.  he  h  s 


t  every  husband  and 
omen.  »*rite  me  soon. 


et 


anyone  else.  His  Tether  is  the  best  man  „  oe  yv 

plefS’iit;  no  woman  could  be  anything  but  good  with  such 
mane  me  a  clover  bed  and  planted  me  a  woodbine,  oh  th 
i  ather  were  -Lise  him;  there  v/oula  not  be  so  many  bad 

T  m°v,U  6l'"-11.l  i11  the  nej:t  pa&®  f01'  mother . '  ^ust  go  down  and  help  b 
tt, a./  ie-l  me  11  you  nave  heard  anything  In  ora  Vermont . Lucy. 

(inclosed)  Derr  mother;  You  cannot  think  how  much  1  went  to  see  you.  i 
tf;ere  ls  no  one  like  a  dear  mother,  i  think  of  you  every  ary  of  my 
iJ-iw.  vqu  said  my  affection  would  abate,  but  j.  tell  you  nay,  it  never  will 

so  near  i  coula  go  home  s  ith out 
take  any  pleasure  visiting  my  re  la- 
it  pains  me.  Oh  mother,  dear  mo therm 


hope  to  go  home  soon.  Oh  that  i  iivea 
troubling  Oscar,  jl  know  i  shall  never 
tions  with  him.  This  pains  me,  oh  how 


-  ell,  will  not  say  anymore 


xhose  s dockings .... x  expect  you  had  not  yarn  enough  of  the  blue  to  finish; 
if  ftot  ’v on  c an  take  some  of  the  white  to  toe  them  out  provided  you  nave 
enough .  1  a  ish  you  would  finish,  them  soon,,  no  them  up  "in  a  paper,  write 
my  n  me  on  them,  and  put  them  in  the  mail  so  they  will  come  to  me.  i  am 
going  ao  make  a  rng  carpet;  have  washed  the  wool  •  mother  nrewster  is  oiru 
to  gi  v o  :.*e  the  r <•  gs  and  s  low  me  how  wo  i.u  ;ce  it.  .  ave  .  r it  _on  to  Uncle 
1'iUi  Attended  a  i,.a  tiiodist  meeting  at  our  school  house  1?  st  bund  ay  * 
Brother  Beles  preached;  quite  a  smart  man.  His  lady  teaches 
same  old  fashioned  way  of  preaching,  not  ii,.e  the  i.ethodist 
1  wish  you  would  <n*ite  a  few  words  to  me  in  Janes's  letter, 
me  good.  Goodnight .... ,  nucy . 


at  Llgin  - 


ou 


it  would  ao 


!  dixficufo,  xn  all  i airness,  to  explain  Osctr *s  attitude  toward  his 
no,;ley  rentions.  x  do  not  aoubt  that  he  regretted  the  situation  more 
deeply  tnan  anyone  else,  for  he  was  socially  minded,  industrious  and 
oC  'u^-Liy  possessed  01  many  line  traits  of  char?  cter  •  he  arale^s  of  the 
accidental  fact  that  he  was  *  brev.ster,  he  vrs  a  man  of  “eduction  «T 
aoove  -  vei  a6e  ^acx^i’ound  in  culture^and  appreciation  of  the  more  civil- 
iz.ed.  asp  c  ts  of  life,  he  had  'improved  his  mind  *  through  study  and  eonstan 
reading  until  he  had  little  in  common,  conversationally,  with  the  incon- 
sequeneia lities  of  the  majority  of  men  \  ith  vhom  he  was  sur rounded •  Also 
m  the  matter  of  physical  accomplishment  he  drove  himself  unmercifully.  * 
•l'he  Rowleys,  on  the  other  hand,  although  just  -s  old  a  family  and  possess- 
lno  just^as  many  historical  laurels,  had  for  generations  lived  on  the 
fringe  ox  civilization,  occupying  themselves  with  farming  and  kinared 
pursuits,  here  is  nothing  wrong  with  this  way  of  life,  but  it  is  another 
way  of  life  entirely  than  that  of  the  merchant  and  city-bred  man,  m  the 
fringe  areas  where  they  lived  there  were  few  examples  of  second  generation 
wealth  bent  on  t.ne  acouisition  of  culture  w  ith  whom  they  mi  ht  compare 
ways  of  life.  The  leveling  influence  of  frontier  existence,  a  nearly  con¬ 
stant  state  of  war  for  three  hunarea  years,  the  impossibility  of  culture 


under  such  conditions,  and  the  measure  of  t  man  by  his  physical  prowess 
and  the  extent  of  his  land,  had  caused  Americans  exposed  to  these  situati. 
to  be  perfectly  content  in  the  realm  of  self-respect .  The  suc.den  shock  of 
i  indmg  that  there  were  1 1  least  two  major  fields  of  thought,  eonvors£  tior., 
t:  stes  mid  i dec  Is,  i  nd  tlv  t  the  t\  o  oicjn  •  t  mix  well,  could  :w  our ally 
produce  only  strained  relationships  and  baa  feeling  when  the  tv  o  siu.es 
clashed*  Oscar  and  the  mow  leys  very  simply  had  nothing  in  common  except 
geographical  location  and  tho  accident  of  his  marraige  to  Lucy* 


No  doubt  Oscar  Brewster  bully  realized  the  source  of'  the  ill -feelin  *  tV  t 
existed  between  him  arid  the  now  leys .  had  the  now  leys  not  fiso  sensed  the 
rc',.1.1  problem,  whether  they  voicea  it  or  not,  the  bitterness  which  U  e  • 
felt  would,  nave  been  less  intense,  net  as  the  v  e  t  j’s  went  by,  i  Believe 
that  Osc.ur  discovered  tnat  to  a  0re ;•  ter  extent  than  he  had  at  first 
realized,  clrss  can  only  xitin^ly  exist  against  its  own  background*  .  ere 
in  Chicago  society  was,  as  always  on  a  frontier,  leveling,  and  Oscar 
have  seen  that  he  had  more  in  common  with  the  now  leys  than  either  tbev,  or 
he,  had  expected,  hence  the  concilatory  tone  oi  the  folio\  ing. 

Brother  aldrick;  1  resolved  while  on  our  return  from  pour  place  to  do  my 
part,  as  one  01  a  separated  family,  anxious  for  e  i  ch  other’s  w  elf  are ,  to 
do  my  part,  1  say,  to  inform  you  of  our  well  or  ill-hare  ft.  least  once  or 
twice  a  month,  it  looks,  and  in  reality  it  is,  so  inuol^nt  and  careless 
to  be  in  total  ignorance  of  the  situation  of  those  we  protend  to  love,  for 
months  together,  row  can  we  sympathize  v  ith  each  other  if  v.  e  known  nothing 
of  the  joys  or  sorrows  that  either  nay  be  enjoying  or  suffering,  this 
meeting  once  or  twice  a  year  r s  ?  matter  of  duty  or  curiosity  is  a  poor 
affair  i  say.  Let's  show  a  little  more  concern  and 


a  little  more  industry 


Ten  days  have  now  passed  since  we  l-'ft  you  in  health.  Ours  has  been  good 
since  .Tosy  has  had  a  touch  of  the  ague,  and  now  we  are  »  11  well,  nrd^no 
dill  iculty  in  finding  the  track  you  rec commended,  arid  no  l  ouct  saved  two 

aw  ley • s, 


hours  time  and  two  pounds  of  horse  flesh.  Galled  a  moment-  .t 


took  dinner  at  colonel  noyt's. 


home  in  ooo.  tin 


e  t  e  n 


^  £■»  1  1  i  -  O  Q 


'j  v  ><r  f  O  J.  11  gU!JU  Glut  * 

but  little  rain  here,  and  we  have  had  but  very  little  since,  so 
that  in  the  absence  of  any  intelligence,  that  j-ou  are  ousy  terming,  up 
early  and  at  home  late  each  evening  trying  to  get  the  barn  covered  end  -11 
things  prepared  for  winter.  Low  out  er  it  would,  seem  to  jt  everything  all 
done  up  -  once,  wouldn't  itV  ..ell,  last  week  1  sowed  some  buekwhe;  t ,  ~The 
railroad  is  ThB  topic  with  us  now.  ..e  have  sanguine  hopes  no.  that  we  shah 
have  the  cars  running  r  on  Chicago  to  r  ox  niver  next  fall,  then  we  shall 

be  rs  near  Chicago  as  you  for  u  11  market  purposes,  but,  but... you  know . 

well,  Lucy  says  let's  go  to  bed;  tis  nine  o'clock,  so  here  stops  until 
past  eight  t ©minor row  evening. 


nere  goes  ag-in  on  Wednesday  evening.  The  reason  who  1  do  not  write  so 
round  and  beautiful  a  hand  tonight  is  that  1  cut  my  iorefin0er  with  the 
sharp  end  of  a  slab  today,  but  as  re  expect  Charles  to  start  for  town  in 
the  morning,  shall  take  the  opv  or t unity  and  send  this,  .  hTch  1  had  intend¬ 
ed  to  nurse  for  a  week  at  least  and  see  if  it  would  not,  by  feeding  it  a 

size- 


little  each  night,  grow 


at  least  to  the  size  of  a  real  family  letter. 


We  have  been  expecting  aunt  lies  ter  ith  ?:eman  and  Jane  these  past  pleasant 
days.  Lucy  expects  Jane  to  make  a  visitation  with  us.  Vj  ve  they  been  out 
and  returned  in  consequence  of  the  pr  ssing  demands  of  Ler.rri'S  business': 
When  you  '.rite,  please  tell  us  of  the  little  motherless  Kvsrett  children, 
Mrs.  Fi  rson* s  ;  ealth,  about  •  \  at  time  we  .  begin  to  exj  it  n  o' 
to  the  kill,  as  then  it  is  -  if  we  unuors U  na  the  plans  -  that  moth  r  wii 
come,  nut  Lucy  is  not  so  lonesome  no\, «  Those  brass  andirons  0ive  her  com¬ 
fort  at  least  at  the  rate  of  dhp  per  annum  on  the  investment.  i*ov;  if  we 
c  ,n  get  the  .  re-n  window  shutters  our  happiness  is  secure,  tor  life, 
jl  s s y .  ho,  no.  li  1  11  the  luxuries  of  r  prince,  the  vvei  1th  of  a  i>b, 
even  the  splendor  of  Cleopatra's  court  surrounded  us,  we  should  probably 
have  as  many  add  as  urgent  needs  as  now,  i or  unto  .aim  that  nath  sn  xl  l ■ 
given,  and  that  seems  to  me  wise  f  nd  kina,  f  or  the  more  a  nu  n  h  s,  1." 
wnnts.  if  be  ins  learning,  he  wants  more,  if  he 

he  \  ants  more,  if  he  has  power,  he 


more  he  want 


s . 

if 

he 

h?  s  learning, 

If 

he 

V,  . 

s  many  friends 

ll' 

he 

ha 

2  eleven  chile 

» 


v 


P.1}’  ”  °  ,h '  OOMe  e6Rir‘>  Haci  we  Must  rest  our  bones  so  we  can  work  t^em 
*  i.r.  t°.  orrov/.  boor  iiosh  and  blood;  ho w  covetousness  md  o>'iae  and 
SMbition  does  torment  it,  so  after  all  j.  should  think  the  prison  house 
wouid  oe  rs  glad  ns  the  prisoner  to  dissolve  partnership .  Oh  well,  soon 
we  sleep  the  long  sleep,  end  what  that  morning  shall  be,  who  cm  tell, 
md  who  could  understand  if  fvas  told,  ill  we  know  is  this,  that. 

Dust  thou  art,  and  dust  re  turns st  with  a  heart  for  any  fate 

was  no  ’  spoken  0.1  she  soul.  Sit  ill  achieving,  still  pursuing 

Let  us  then  be  up  and  doing  Learn  to  labor  \.nd  to  wait. 


now  /ldrick,  you  and  Jane  may  write  or  not.  i  shall  continue  after  the 
manner  oi  Dalis  dealing  with  us  to  shower  my  precious  olessinus  upon  you. 


whether  requited  or  nor.  3*?nd  yours  by  mail  and  we  C;et  them  sun  and 
straight,  we  shall  with  this  send  you  some  or  per  s  and  also 


.averett,  and  as  you  may  ret.  this  via  the  bheluon  ol  vice, 

hers,  and  oblige,  Oscar  and  Lucy. 


two  ror 
>  e  e 


ou  s  an 


that  she  rets 

O 


^  4 '  */»  t  ‘  “  r  *i»  *  >’  *i  i  *  •"  vr  ”f\  *.>' 


m  the  year  1845  Jane  How  ley  returned  to  Vermont  for  a  visit  taking 
witxi  her  three  year  old  /d aline .  in  her  memories  she  wrote,  when  she  wa: 
three  years  olci  we  made  our  first  visit  home.  Oh,  how  ,Ud  the  people 
were  to  see  us,  and  the  children  were  received  with  jov  and  ret  teed  to 
their  hearts  content,  but  alter  all  ±  was  ,  Isa  when  v.e  had  ■  rriy-d  bach 


st  Illinois, 
ma' 


iiin0  plans. 


e  took  p 
><e  were. 


great  deal  of  pleasure  in 


\rc  i:  ing  around  and 


Lc  O 


felt 


lonesome  and  bad  when  h 


± ~  ••  V  v<.i  iv„i.  e  mu 

e  had  anticipated,  r 11  in  all  to  each  ot 


r-w 


*  ~  -  w 

cd  y 


an 


** 


r  -L  W 


whole  sappiness  depended  on  him.  The  country  v as  fast  teconin,:  s 
r  ^*e  were  acquainted  v.  itn  a  great  many  rnd  attended  m?iirv  oar  tie  s . 


<2?  • 


P  1"  1  (  • 

V/  1  dL  V  u 


*r . 
kv 

sj 

1 


To  0  ark  Rufus  Sandford  in  She iburn,  Jane  \  rote 
December  1-844,  and  postmarked  at  Cazenovia. 


in 


XT,  t 


c\  r> 


hod 


•  t  ed 


am  i* e c  d v  to  writ e 


.  dear  friends.  After  so  long  a  time  i  am  recur’  to  write  to  you.  The 
reason  x  have  not  written  before  is  that  we  have  been  building  a  house, 
and  have  lived  in  our  old  house  with  the  old  folks  all  together  until  * 
the  80th  of  November  when  we  moved  by  ourselves.  ..bile  v.e^were  there  all 
together  i  had  no  opportunity  (nor  disposition)  to  write,  •-  no  this  is 
the  first  leisure  time  i  have  had  since  v.e  moved,  when  we  rr rived  in 
Cnicago  we  found  rents  were  high  -  double  what  they  were  when  we  left, 

O  VI  f  \  1  1  V1  r  O  X  V  t  \  ^  i  ^  .  .  x..-  1  j..  .  X  1  1  T  *i  -  .  . 


-nd 


-  Qg) -  - - — - —  ^  ••  V  *  * - V.  XX  M  v>,  .1.  J,  v  j 

it  was  very  sickly  among  children,  and  upon  the  whole  concluded  it 

a  n  h  4*  a  bn  ^  *1  A  L-  — . ,  .  ^  m  'i _ -J  xy  .  *1  —  _r  x  *» 


V  *r  ~  “dJ  ~  * 7  -  *  ~  w  v  x  x  ^  x^  v  J.UUWU  U-  W/ 

Wf-s  best  to  build  a  house  this  fall,  as  it  could  be  done  much  cheaper  than 
in  the  spring. 


24 

- 1 


the  house  is  small  but  very  convenient  lor  the  size  it  is  -  21  x 
divided  into  five  rooms,  kitchen,  sou?  re  room,  two  bedrooms  and  butr 
xhe  rooms  are  all  as  large  as  x  want  except  the  kitchen  which  is  to 
but  if  we  live  fifteen  or  twenty  years  intend  to  put  up  -n  addition 
make  it  larger.  Tv o  carpenters  took  the  job  to  put  up  the  house  and 
it  p  11  off  except  the  lathing  and  plastering  for  v4b.0C .  P?  id  them 
in  cloth,  and  the  rest  in  boots  and  shoes.  Aldrick  made  seven  dollar 
the  cloth  he  let  them  have.  Toe  lumber  cost  $60.00,  the  rail 


3 » 


sash  and  door  t Timings  ^17.00.  ■  •  o'  kite!  n,  ,  drooi 

bricked  up  on  the  insiae.  Could 


X  •-! 


y  * 

small, 

ana 

i ini sh 
29 . 00 
s  on 

> 

butry 


not  }  awe 


i t  p  1  •  st e re d  this  fall.  11 : e 
brick  and  putting  it  in  and  some  other  extra-.  work  cost  ,-L  .00  wore, 
/ldrick  has  the  whole  house  pr  id  for  except  three  colo  rs  towards  th 

i  verv  r'!  r»ai 


bricks.  You  .ill  think  x 


c  i. 


p '  r  1 1  c  ,  1  sr  t  o  w  r  i  t  e  t  h  e  v,  hole,  b 
have  nothing  else  to  write  about,  only  our  own  jersonal 


c  i  j  -a  ii*s. 


will  write  just  as  i 


would  tel 


1  it  could  x  see  you. 


~~w 


*<e  have  had  a  very  dry,  pleasant 


any 


a 


i*  a  in  at 
weeks  v.ht  n  it 


1'all;  scarcely 
until  the  last  few 
ha  a  hailed  find  rained  until  it  is 
i  ll  met.  up  to  a  fellow  •  s  narrow 
bones  8  j.  have  to  put  on  Aldrich's 
boots  every  time  j.  go  to  milk. 

nlorick  etc yed  out  here  and  put 
UP  hay  until  the  19th  of  August 
when  he  went  to  ohium  o  to  work 
ana  has  been  there  ever  since, 
dolm  Pierson  had  soiu 
when  we  ,  ot  back  lor  f 

i'  or 


Oot  bad 
than  whf  t 


he  Gave 


hi  3  lan a 
little  less 
it,  but  .ot 
all  cash  which  he  has  paid  out  for 
property  that  is  worth  a  breat  deal 
nor e  than  the  property  he  let  go 
f  or  it,  x'he  s a m e  t h i rg  s  are  so 
much  cheaper  now  than  then  -  has 
bought  ten  acres  of  timber  *>10,00 
per  acre  -  paid  fifty  dollars  down 
and  the  other  fifty  a  ye ijo  irom 
next  Pebruary,  nought  t  good  pair 
of  horses  for  *>68.00.  One  he  bought 
at  auction  ana  the  other  from  his 
bi*  o  t  h e  r  J  ane  s  .  a  o  o  u  sec  ond  -  h  and 
wagon  for  v60.00  and  •.  a  mess  for 
plO.OO*  One  half  wood  pays  for  the 
wagon  ‘-  rid  harness.  :.e  bought  one 
cow  of  his  brother  nillitm  for  ten 
a  oil  a  r  s  cash,  bought  tv/  o  rive  year 
old  cows  in  0hica0o  for  seven 
dollars  each,  pay  in  wood  ariu.  hay. 


r+- 


Oot  one  cow  and  calf  that  v/e  lelh 
her  e  .  ..ell,  j.  t  h  ink  l  r  a  v  e  to  id  y  o  u 
enough  to  out  natters  and  things  to 
chary  e  th  e  subject. 


dec .  6th;  Th a nk  fort une  t h e  mud  i s 
all  frozen  up,  but  no  snow  yet. 
soon  !  s  it  comes  good  siei  hi  ns  v/e 


intend  to  ,o  to  the  Pox  River;  have  not  been  there  since  >.e  returned,  rave 

as  we  have  been  so  much  enraged  in  business  have  had  no 


not  seen  Lucy  yet 
o  visit, 

Julia . 


time  to  visit,  have  not  visited  a  neighbor  since  my  return  except  Lura  r  nd 


Aldrick  saw  Seymour  Tomlinson  the  1st  of  wovember  in  Chic a  o.  he  came  in  h 

«-  S - < 

shop  where  he  was  at  work  and  was  in  a  great  hurry,  and  had  so  many  enquiri 
to  make  about  the  folks  that  Aldrick  did  not  have  tine  to  enquire  after  his 
family.  Lewis  Sanford  called  at  the  shop  rs  he  v/f  s  returning  e.f  st  ;  he  had 
been  out  west  to  see  his  folks  ana  i  believe  he  was  much  pleased  with  the 

country. 

Now  l  will  begin  --.nd  give  you  a  little  history  of  our  journey  (back  from 
Vermont),  l  will  not  pain  you  with  an  at  tempt  to  describe  my  feelings  when 
the  boat  left  the  wharf;  will  only  say  that  had  it  not  been  for  my  children 
l  would  have  felt  as  if  ±  had  nothing  in  this  world  for  which  to  live. 


i 


; 


x  wr tehee!  the  shore  a  few  Minutes,  then  \.-en t 
in  the  cebin  where  i  was  obliged  to  go  to 
bed  u s  soon  as  possible  as  the  jar  of  the 
boat  made  me  so  sick*  he  were  in  ..hi teh- 1.1 
P'riday  morning  where  we  v/nt  aboard  a  canel 
boat  that  was  going  t  rough  to  ouffalo;  had 
to  wait  till  hr  id  ay  about '"noon  before  we 
started.  Did  not  go  down  to  Albany  as  it  was 
going  to  make  a  great  ae t 1  of  extra  trouble. 


a  good  time  had.  it  not 


We  should  have  had 

been  for  one  family  -  real  John  hosiery 
five  dirty  children,  one  of  them  taken  sick 
the  day  after  we  started  with  scarlet  fever, 
x  v/as  afraid  my  children  would  take  it,  so 
we  stayed  on  top  of  the  boat  and  broiled  in 
the  sun  daytimes,  and  slept  in  the  dining 
room,  but  we  had  some  pleasant  company  and 
enjoyed  ourselves  well  most  of  the  time. 


We  arrived  in  Buffalo  the  next  Saturday 
afternoon  and  found  the  folks  all  well*.  Lo¬ 
me  naa  seemed  very  friendly  and  sociable,  but 
l  did  not  have  half  as  good  a  visit  as  when 
l  went  down.  Bhe  grils  were  wrapped  up  in 
their  own  flirtations.  Mother  was  up  to  -her 
e  lb  o’ vs  in  work  nil  the  tir.ie.  They  had  seven 
boarders  and  father  was  running  to  and  fro . 
he  had  sold  his  house  for  a  horse  ana  buany. 
fhey  were  paying  eight  dollars  a  month 
house  rent,  he  traded  his  horse  oi'f  for  a 
shop  v/  hi  1  e  w  e  w  ere  t  he  re.  (  f  he  f  a  th .  r  and 


mother  Jane  refers  to  are  her  father 


and  her  stepmother  Elizabeth  (Peirce) 


xsrael 


we  stayed  till  Tuesday  night  when  we  vent 
aboard  the  propeller  Sampson,  and  arrived  in 
Chicago  the  next  'Tuesday  morning  just  at 
daybreak.  Should,  have  been  there  Sundry 
night  if  we  had  made  good  time,  but  we  had 
head  wind  most  of  the  wry*  xt  was  ouite 
rough,  one  day  on  Lake  Huron,  and  one  dry  on 
Lake  ..iebigan  it  was  very  roukh .  »<e  were  be  - 
tve-n  L-  nitou  islands  ana.  Milwaukee,  the 
wind  blew  from  the  south  and  drove  us  off 
towards  Green  Bay  fifty  miles  off  our  course. 
The  passengers  were  all  very  sick  and  said 
t°e y  -••on Id  just  as  soon  go  to  the  bottom  ?  s 
not,  x  v/as  very  sick  too,  but  not  enough  to 


v  *  o  wf* 


go 


line 


*  ■  r  o 


to  the  dot  ;om  of  the  lake  •  Acia- 
cuite  sick  on  the  boat:  we 


thought  she  had  scarlet  fever  at  the  time, 


but  do  not  know .  Per  mouth  was 


3 ore  she 


he 


could  hardly  talk  for  soke  days  alter  we  got 


h  »r*  q  . 


V<e  found  the  folks  all  veil,  end  plodding  on 
in  the  same  oiu  way.  it  cost  us  the  enormous 

sum  of  ^  So. 50  just  for  our  passage  here  from 
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"r"hU^S  to  !Tialf  Y  Y  6  CMi™  *«*?  P»£i3fi 

board ed  ourselves  all  the  way,  :  ■ 

li.ll™ ^oSW^r"1}"8  sell  to  ouy  .  piece ^of^co tten^and^a  IT 

•  1  u  ouor.L  its  yeti  lis  ol  ueu  ticking  in  ufinin  ,  -5  T-v,  j-,. 

gave  me  for  which  x  thank  him  with  all  x,y  heart  x  e  .  1  Yid  Y  h‘CJ- 

as  cheap  m  Chicago,  but  x  aid  not  know  until  x  ,ot  if  ere.  iU 

Lcll  kndi  ©Vi'  he  need  not  climb  tht»  wnnn +-«.-?  nc-  x 

/ldrick  has  supplied  the  cig  o  t“vm  YvePY  t°  ***1’  b?C8use 

offer  any  of  it  for  sale  until  he  fot  to ,,ff  Z  fh'  m0r°*  he  Ula  not 

they  did  not  know  what  it  was.  They  had  never  seen  my.  Yo  they  did  not 
sell  any  ol  it  there,  instead  brought  it  on  to  chief  .  o.  ooYon^  h"d  orou  ^ 
p  bushel  ol  it  a  day  or  so  before  so  they  had  plenty'"  ' 

dollars  worth  to  the  apothecary;  the  rest  he  left  r  t* 


lie  sold  five  or  six 
grocery  to  be  sold 

+.  ,  .  ,  - . --  he  got  a  pound 

_or  V: nat  he  soia,  but  x  do  not  think  his  cum  will 
make  him  rich  this  trip,  iell  ndrev;  to  save  his 


on  commission,  x  ao  not  know  v. h - 


strength  to  dig  the  prairie  with  when  he 
her  e . 


o 


it  S 


ihe  tjuas°ns  are  highly  pleased  with  the  country, 
xhe  old  run  says  he  was  r  fool  not  to  have  come 
here  twenty  years  ago,  and  u.  an  sure  x  wis'  he 
naa;  says  he  would  not  c.,ive  five  acres  of  land 
xdc.re  i  or  -11  his  brothers  own  in  nuntinxton,  out 

j.  do  not  t'  ink  he  will  make  himself  rich  this 

yeur  • 


j.  suppose  you  will  want  to  know  how  x  feel  in  my 
minci  now  tint  x  have  got  oack...xeel  just  as  - 
expected  _  would.  *  can  see  ana  :eei  more  keenly 
the  ail  Terence  between  warn  ana  sympathizing 
friends  rnd  cold  and  selfish  ones,  out  ^  am  net 
going  to  let  it  make  me  unhappy.  _  do  not  count 
but  what  xt  is  Letter  for  us  to  be  here  on  some 
recounts.  x  know  xlarick  cm  do  better  here  than 
tie  could  th  -  re,  but  j.  could  never  enjoy  myself 
as  much  here  unless  some  of  my  friends  should 
come,  and  that  *  ao  not  expect,  nor  can  x  wish 
it  unless  they  could  leave  Vermont  with  less 
regret  than  x  did,  x  shall  hope  to  see  uncle 
C 1  ar  k  <■  na  j  un  t  Clara  a  yeur  id  -  on  n  ex t  s  umr le  r  •  x 
shall  be  so  rejoiced  to  see  them  that  x  can 
hardly  wait  for  the  tine  to  come,  xt  will  be  such 
?  pleasant  journey  and  so  goo a  for  their  health. 
j-  have  been  very  healthy  since  ny  return;  have 
not  been  sick  scarcely  a  ary,  nor  the  children 
either,  x  have  grown  lie  skua",  as  much  as  -  .as 
when  x  got  to  Vermont* 

aldrick  has  earned  a  hundred  and  three  aollars 
besides  his  board,  whic  wrs  vi,7b  a  week,  1'ron 
the  19th  of  . ugust  up  to  the  oth  of  December, 
ana  }  as  lost  on?  ay  ■  week  on  average,  so  he  • 
worked  ! bout  three  months,  he  has  got  r  m  n  ni re  a 
:  nth  *  in  ten  .  ,  ©  oes 

Chicago  two  or  three  times  a  week  w i th  wood  '..hen 
it  Is  good  Ooing  ana  chops  the  rest  of  the  time# 


: 


* 


■ 


terming  himeS^bSn  uo  noksee  uuch  trocp  .It'll  fa°!?  ?°  ‘° 

now  the  Sana  or  December  and  no  snow  yet  except  little"  durleftk't  "g 
o*f  r  few  hours  alter  it  rails.  ,.e  comencod  fodder 4  th^  cat ,  le  thf 

is  time  itLOOO!’l  **  thPe?  weeks 

s  tii,.©  it  „<-s  drawn  to  a  clo.se.  ±  have  not  written  tall*  of  whet  x  went- 
■  -on  r  u,  :,n  to  W-ito.  i  as  fu  ncle  Charles  SmI 

X  too*  not  Where  to  stop.  1  want  to  write  to  i, .arietta  ana  ;..rry,  tut  live 
not  room;  they  must  take  part  or  this,  text  time  x  ..ill  -..rite* the£  s 
sentiment! 1  letter,  for  x  have  no  room  in  this  for  sentiment,  x  want  vou 
to  write  me  as  soon  as  you  get  this.  Do  not  delay,  for  i  -m  very  anxious 
to  ear  irom  you.  Alonzo,  ,,ariette  ana  ...ary,  x  shall  lav  all  the  blame 
on  you  ii  x  do  not  (,et  a  letter  very  soon,  l  or  x  knov.  the  rest  of  the 
res.  of  the  ioiks  will  depend  on  you  to  ao  the  writing,  if  vou  v.ill  write 

P.  C*  AVI  /•?  i  1  A  V»  n  n  1  *U  Vfi  ^  4-  -J  _  -V  .  w 


as  long  a  letter  as  l  have  it  is  all  ± 


ask,  ‘hell  re  ir  Cornelia  is  coming 


,  e  s ,  o  i j  •  tks  aii  d  u e  a  tin. s , 


to  Milwaukee  in  the  spring,  cell  ne  a. U  the  marri-: 

snu  about  the  weather .  j.  want  to  know  ir  tu  lph  •  s  i  oiks  ti  Ik  aoout  comiii,. 
,,es  i  *  1  should  be  rejoiced  on  my  own  account  to  have  them  come,  but  x 
would  not.  nave  Komilla  leave  charity  and  Llisa,  nor  leave  vom.ont  ir  she 
loves  it  as  i  do,  1’or  ir  r  had  not  a  rriend  there  x  should  still  love 
Vermont  with  its  evergreen  hills,  pure  sparkling  streams,  delightful 
vales,  ceautiiul  fields  and  crove s,  and  such  a  variety  of  objects  to 
please  the  eye  and  imagination,  mere  1  have  nothin.,  to  look' at  but  the 
.fiat  pr  >  it  i©  a  nd  a  couple  01  ord  o  k  trees*  bon5t  think  x  am  -  etting 

esick,  i  or  i  am  not,.  ±  h?  ve  got  to  j  Limping  off  place  so  must  si  op. 

Give  my  respects  to  all  my  friends. 


U  Q 

t  «  O  « 


1  v''Rt  70u  to  send  ne  papers  rs  often  rs  you  c;n.  Have  received  ixve 

fntoJT'  L'®  ar®.ncrfc  £°lnS  t0  t&ke  the  Chicago  Journ  1  Ion  er, 

intend  to  tens  the  ‘Gem  of  the  Prairie*,  and  l  will  send  p oners"  to  vou 
g  Ox  .en  as  you  send  them  to  me.  Direct  your  letters  to  Cazenovia,  l.i 
■\-en  J'ou  iook  -  at  Camel's  hump  out  your  east  window,  then  think  of  -ne. 
ihe  next  time  x  visit  Vermont  x  am  going  to  the  top  of  It,  the  chi  loren 

taxk  a  greet  deal  about  Vermont,  and  often  wish  we  had  never  come  back 

to  Illinois. 


V*  -rr 

J  * 


“  »*  ^  f*  4\  4% 


Chicago  in  1845 . e .Clapboard  houses  set  on  posts  driven  into  the  mud: 
bumpy  dirt  streets  that  normal  rains* turned  into  quagmires  often  for 
weeks  rt  a  stretch  in  the  spring;  plank  sidewalks  for  a  few  blocks  on  the 
busiest  streets;  cows  tied  in  the  backyards  within  a  block  of  ‘ciownto.  n  * 

no  water  works,  no  lighting  system,  no  sewerage  disposal - xhe  business' 

district  stretched  lor  tnree  blocks  c long  Lake  Gtreet  west  from  «<abrsh« 
ix*k,  citc>  s  lii  st  cnurcu  cell  was  surg  on  the  Unitarian  church,  a nd  th e 
voice  of  the  press  used  its  first  stem  power  press  in  the  office  of  the 
•Democrat,  ihe  first  peruenent  school  building  was  completed  in  the 


had.  ceen  pronxbited  il  on  running 


at  larce 


in  the  cifcv 


A 

*1 


,t  Little  doods  on  the  r'ox  rtiver 


of  her  second  c  hi  Id,  and  ve  everr 


,uc  j 


brew s ter  prepared  for  the  birth 
evidence  of  being  ^oc  ed  aown  in 
despair,  flirt  there  were  no  extenuating  circumstances  is  difficult  to 
believe,  but  her  descriptions  of  life  with  Oscar  sounded  very  grim,  m 
later  years  she  told  of  the  instance  when  use  . r,  after  an  r  b sene 9  of 
several  days  in  the  city,  s- nk  wearily  into  his  cht ir.  She,  coming 
softly  up  behind  him,  bent  over  ana  missed  him  on  the  brow.  Lucy 7“  tie 
is  reported  to  have  said,  ‘‘I  hope  you  will  never  repeat  this.  ahe 
claimed  that  she  never  did,  hs  of  this  date  she  was  kb  and  uscar  89. 


i 

J 


Writing  to  Jane  in  a  letter  dated  i, larch  knd  1845,  Lucy  aaiuj 

Sister  Jane;  i  must  talk  some  in  this  little  scr-p  of  paper.  Cm  keep 
oilent  no  longer  as  1  do  not  hear  from  home  md  the  travel! n 


f''  .t  you  cannot  come  to  see  us.  Should  like  to  knov.  if  f£  th--r  i" 
ana  if  brother  eillimn  is  well,  how  mother  is,  yourself  &nci  si L 

You  must  think  me  a  stick  or  stump  or  i  should  have  hoard  from 


SO  bad 
be tt tr 


"ou  bei'or- 


tmd  you  thought  it  useless  to 


this,  but  suppose  there  has  been  no  change 

write.  hut  it  you  knew  how  often  i  looked  out  toward  the  mix  Plaines 
'•rina.  .  isn*. -a  i  co  <3.0.  see  someone  tnere,  and  how  lonely  i  feel  u q  i  sit 
alone  day  after  day  -  Jane  to  school,  husband  to  the  sawmill,  and  Josy 
rny  only  arousement,  you  would  think  of  me  more  often  i  am  sure,  have 
thought  r.ior e  .  bout  you  and  seen  more  lonely  than  ever  this  past  winter* 
melitrve  i  — m  doomed,  to  isolation,  to  be  forever  ©sconced,  beiiind  an  oak 
tree  until  1  go  to  a  world  of  spirits. 


'  ^hath^e  werf  one  person  out  here  to  whom  i  could  unbosom  rny 
tiiOa^iits  ana  leelmgs  without  being  ridiculed  end  i  isconstrued.  You 
wnov;  now  a  female  sometimes  needs  a  female  confident,  --na  one  pern  ess 
older  then  themselves;  just  so  1  now  feel.  ow  often  i  .  ..  mother  rtowlt 
could  come  m  a  chat  awhile ,  in  fact  1  am  getting  more  homesick  than 

,  ne  s“e  1S  the  cest  feir*i  to  stay  awry  from  home  i  ever  saw.  fell 

ner  not.  er  she  attends  school  regularly,  stays  out  ut  h*  If  a  d.*y  in  a 
week,  appears  to  oe  a  good  deal  engaged  in  her  studies,  writes  composi¬ 
tions  and  talKs  of  writing  home  soon,  and  thinks  someone  of  the  family 
mig-.t  n&  v©  wi  itten  oeiore  thi s .  Sne  has  gone  to  meeting  this  evening 
'with  Oscar  who  could  not  help  but  go  as  nr .  w.  called  to  _.eave  his*  horse 
bet  ore  service,  he  comes  very  rreouently  of  late  since  he  fines  a  .  ood 

stable  and  plenty  of  outs.  Charles  can't  bear  him  nor  the  rest,  so  ± 

suppose  the  wish  Oscar  had  not  married  a  nethodis t .  f-  ey  go  not  claim 

me  r s  a  sister,  out  appear  to  like  my  patronage,  j.ell  mother  we  have  a 

protracted  meeting  here,  but  er,  „ .  was  too  phle  muti 


+* 

u  w 


r-v  4- 

go  o 


"»  O  V ITT 


excitement,  re  11  her  old  kr .  .-hippie's  daughter's  husband  came  for  her 
not  long  since;  took  her  and  the  children  back  to  Jew  xork  in  a  wr.  on. 
Daniel  takes  his  mother  in  the  spring;  the  old  lady  felt  much  afflicted 
when  her  daughter  left  her,  Daniel  has  a  family  in  the  house  with  him  - 
George  Gris  via  Id 1  s  brother-in-law  -  a  nice  family  i  believe. 

% 

fell  He  man  to  write,  it  ..ill  improve  him;  besides  he  is  under  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  periorm  the  task  il  he  considers  it  such,  no  sene,  me  a  Vermont 
paper  sometimes.  You  need  not  be  afraid  to  send  one  here,  bather  will 
not  inform  against  you,  besides  they  never  open  them,  i  am  pretty  well, 
out  Dsc.-r  has  a  lame  back  so  he  can  hardly  get  about,  o o a nna  not  well. 
...other  drewster  a  lane  hip,  so  we  are  pretty  well  crippiea  up,  i..rs. 

Smith  comes  every  i.onasy  to  wash  with  them,  and  seems  io  be  ruite  a  con¬ 
venience.  ion  glad,  £.ish  there  were  two  or  three  more  orange  county 
women  here,  then  my  burden  * ould  be  lightened,  fell  mother  thr  t  after  i 
made  Oscar ‘3  vest  i  had  to  make  one  for  C.  ana  A « ,  so  the  more  x  know 
the  more  i  have  to  do,  scripture -like .  Do  write  immediately,  md  come 
as  soon  as  you  can,  what  more  shall  ±  tell  you..,,i  don't  know,  so  x 
subscribe,  Lucy,  and  remember  me. 


*\  *»  It  M 


iri  the  country  at  large,  President  Polk  hrd  banished  dancing  in  the 
.-kite  House  and  ordered  the  pacific  fleet  to  s  t  a  no.  by  preparatory  to  tne 
seizure  of  San  Francisco  in  the  event  of  a  declaration  of  war  by  Mexico. 
/II  of  which,  the  Rowleys  apparently  paid  scant  attention,  fo  rtufus 


0ctoberai«thru45;Vf,rMOnt  URCleJ  JRne  *dQr'sseci  this  letter  on 


De-,r  Ancles,  mrits^  and  Cousins;  I  have  stayed  f  t  home  on  nurnose  to 
ciAto  to  you.  Aldrick  anc  he  childi  . 

one.  i  have  waited  a  long  tine  in  ho*  es  of  getting  a  ou, 

but^have^iven  it  up.  have  not  heard  nyt  *  ■ 


here,  only  when  he  wrote  to  Julia  he 


ia  you  were  all  well  and  that 


Lomenda^  was  at  their  house  the  week  before,  i  v*?  nt  to  know  if  her  mother 
was  with  her  rnd  all  t  bout  them.  Have  not  had  a  letter  prom  nuffflo 
since  i  lei  t  tnere.  ;  eve  sent  two  to  them  but  have  receiv^a  no  t  newer, 

° o  think  they  do  not  care  much  at; out  me.  i  near  H  orn  t  em  occassiom-  13.y 
by  a  hand  on  one  of  the'  steamboats  that  comes  up  to  Chic  a,  o. 

j.  ha\ e  no  particular  news-  to  write,  trie  are  all  well,  ;nc[  have  been  since 
we  left  Vermont,  it  has  been  very  sickly  this  season  with  fevers  near 
the  rivers  pr inc ip;  lly,  and  t her e  •  re  a  pood  many  sick  now  on  the  other 
side  oj  the  river  iron  us,  but  tnere  has  not  been  anybody  sick  just  h« re 
in  our  neighborhood.  ±  t  link  v/e  have  got  the  healthiest  spot  there  is  in 
this  p‘-rt  o.l  i/ie  country,  there  is  such  a  boay  of  timber  between  us  nd 
the  river  that  v/e  go  not  get  the  line  odor  from  it.  Our  river  <t  this 
time  of  year,  or  rather  a  month  ago,  vith  its  still  waters  thick  ..ith 
weeds  and  frog  spit  would  contrast  strangely  with  your  clef r,  foaming, 
rattling  streams  in  Vermont;  but  all  streams  in  Illinois  are  not  like 
ours  jl  suppose. 


we  have  had  a  very  hot  summer,  the  hottest  we  ever  knew,  Pnd  drv  the 
l-t.er  part,  within  three  or  four  v/e,ks  we  have  had  a  ,  ood  deal"  of  rain. 

rops  have  come  m  well  except  some  places  the  potatoes  have  the  rot. 
Ours  are  all  good.  x  must  toll  you  how  much  corn  aldrick  has  raised 

season.  e  has  got  550  bushels  of  ears  of  noosier  corn  husked,  ma 
got  c.  s  near  as  he  can  calculate  between  a  hundred  #  nd  a  hundred 

^  v *i  HV'd  h*  r\  Vni  olr  r\  -P  ^  ^  ^  if  _  x  , 


has 


ana 


fifty  more  to  husk  of  Yankee  corn  that  he  raised  on  tie  soa  urn  was 
uroxe  j  as  o  uexure  he  planted  it.  xhe  most  of  it  is  just  as  wood  corn  as 
rtny  raised  on  old  ground,  so  i  think  v/e  can  have  Johnny  cake  enough  to 
last  us  one  year,  we  had  forty  bushels  of  wheat  which  is  no  0rect  thing 
to  tell  ox,  but  as  x  have  nothing  else  to  write  about,  x  want  to  tell 
everything  i  can  think  of.  x  have  sold  two  hundred  weight  of  butter  this 
summer  x  rorn  lour  cows.  One  oi  %then  was  farrow,  raised  three  calves  ■  nd 
made  four  cheeses.  Suppose  you  will  think  i  ou0ht  to  have  sold  more  than 
that  >  ith  my  small  family,  but  we  }  ave  had  someone  else  besides  ourselves 
almost  the  entire  summer,  and  have  to  eat  butter  instead  of  meat,  we 
have  got  three  good  hogs  fattening  ana  shall  have  some  pork  by  ana  by. 

1  forn  *09  to  .  12-g-  a  pound  for  ny  butter  -  the  thole  came  to  a  2k.  00 . 

Tne  Ill's  t  cheese  x  made  was  a  firs  t  rate  one...  the  others  must  be  rood 
because  you  could  throw  them  over  a  meeting  house  and  they  would  not 
break,  i  t a i nk  i  shall  have  to  take  a  few  more  lessons  from  aunt  blara 
when  she  comes  next  surfer  before  i  can  be  a  c  eese  s  ker.  x'r  m  e  is  not 
a  day  passes  but  v/hat  i  think  of  somet  ing  i  am  going  to  do  when  bncie 
Clark  and  Aunt  birr  a  come,  we  want,  to  get  things  1  ixed  by  that  time  so 
they  can  be  comfortable. 


*.e  had  our  house  lathed  ana  plastered  this  fall  so  it  is  very  warm,  we 
had  a  school  in  our  chamber  this  sxunmer .  it  w- s  out  two  weeks  r,  . o.  be  id 
our  teacher  ^1,25  a  week  and  boarded  her.  ire  baa  seven  scholars,  our 
aistric t  numbers  58.  here  they  number  all  unaer  twenty,  c 
but  some  had  one  excuse  and  some  i  riother  fox*  not  s  ana  in,, 
to  school,  so  v/e  had  only  seven  sol  oiars,  but  we  sb*  11  0et 
enough  to  very  no  *■  r  pay  the  te  •  cher  .  See  was  very  exc e lien. 


th 


i  e  a 

ana  all, 

1  -\-v 

'  '  J.  - 

oh  Her  on 

pub 

tic  i'unas 

•  -L 

wish  h  r 

could  °°,:e  ancl  stay  P  ye  or  or  two  end  te-ch  our  school  for  n*  -it 

p  °®e  the t  wish  is  in  vain. 

studied  Peter  Parleys  Geography  r  and  that  she  reads 


every  dry  now  without  bein;:  driven  to  it.  She 

_  —1  _  .  .  T  *1  * 


is  a  very  good  girl  to 


r  now.  Aa aline  can  read  in  readings  now  better  than  ,mrUv  ecu' a 
when  we  were  m  Vernont.  (.uu-thf  wrs  nearly  seven  and  Adeline  e'ed  rive) 
yhen  you  write  tell  ne  whet  the  baoy  s  nnme  is.  fhey  are  e  oing  to 

dui^u  a  sc.ioox  house  this  winter,  Out  we  shell  not  have  schooj  a.  sin 
until  next  summer. 


Says 


Aaron  came  here  last  night  on  a  visit.  Tell  his  father  he  is  veil, 
he  is  not  going  to  write  them  anymore  because  thev  ao  not  answer  his 
letters.  Lucy  has  been  very  sick  with  bilious  fever,  but  is  well  now. 

1  have  7 orgotten  whether  l  tola  you  in  my  last  letter  about  my  great 
nursery  that  1  planted,  wot  one  of  all  the  seecis  i  dented,  ever  came 
up  except  about  a  uozen  apple  trees  and.  two  or  three  rapes,  l  have  .  ot 
one  of  the  Benson  type  of  swed  ap  les,  but  x  have  none  now.  l  shall  ' 
never  plant  anymore  fruit  seeds  in  Illinois. 

1  want  you  to  write  as  soon  as  you  get  this  and  tell  me  all  the  news, 
Te;i  me  if  George  and  Cornelia  have  started  for  the  „est.  l  want  them 
to  -..i  ito  to  us  when  they  get  to  i  ilweukee,  if  there  is  anyone  who  wants 
to  buy  a  small  ch.e  p  pia.ee  send  them  on  here,  'there  is  a  dace  for  sf  le 
about  half  a  mile,  from  u.s  belonging  to  m.  ,.ooa,  the  Lev.  lark  city  man 
that  you  often  heard  me  speak  of.  there  are  forty  acres  of  land,  15 
impr  oved,  two  urous^nu.  rails  on  the  place,  small  frame  house,  lo. 
stables,  sheds  and  other  fixings;  Quite  r  number  of  fruit  trees  set  out 
cherry,  peach  and  apple.  Brice  $>200.00.  1  shall  have  to  stop  writ  in,, 
lor  wane  oi  room,  l  think  you  will  be  glad  ray  paper  is  no  larger* 


Give  my  respects  to  Ralph,  rior-iillr-  and  Charity  and  all  that  enquire  alter 
me.  Aldrick  sends  his  respects  to  you  all.  fell  Komilla  r-na  *11  th«  fo'k- 
to  write  to  me.  Postage  is 


c.iei p  i  no.  i  can  afford  to  have  letters  now. 


Lariette,  l  would  like  to  have  you  write  the  Garaen  Scene  on 
paper  and  send  it  in  a  letter.  write  it  as  fine  ;s  you  cm  - 
can  I'ind  it  out  is  all  ±  ask.  when  you  write  tell  us  what  kind 


description  undrew  gave  oi'  iluinois,  for  we  coulci  not  find  out 


t nought  oi  i o .  we  received  two  papers  from  Uncle  Chauncey  last 
one  today.  Very  glad  to  get  them.  Please  send  them  as  often  as 
We  will  do  the  sane.  J.P.R. 


a  bit  of 
just  so  i 
oi'  a 
what  he 
week  and 
you  can. 


1846  -  Last  year  of  the  period  of  ‘stagnation  and  the  beginning  of  the 
revival,  Chicago  histories  record  few  facts  lor  1846,  the^ only  big  news 
developing  in  shipping.  By  Act  of  Congress,  c:  ica  o  became  a  rort^of 
ntry,  imports  having  reached  the  st?  ering  sum  of  over  two  million 
dollars,  and  the  number  of  arrivals  of  "steamboats,  propellers,  bri.s  ana 
schooners  being  no  less  than  1,  o&4.  on  October  20th  the  magnetic  tele¬ 


graph 


w  a 


s  exhibited  at  the  i.echwnics  institute »  voicing  a  note  of  optomisn 


the  Chicago  Democrat  editorialized;  ‘‘L-  t  p,  ople  look  up  and  down  wake 
Street  now  and  count  its  hundreds  oi'  mercantile  establishment  s 


do  this  re  me  mb  ering  that  only  twelve  years  r  go  the  first  store  w 


let  them 


ed,  and  then  make  themselves  believe  that  this  is  not  a  meat  city  -  a 
great  state  -  a  great  country  -  if  they  cm." 


Sole  communication  from  the  kowlevs  c -  me  frora  Lucy  to 


Jonu  on  July  26th; 


.  A 


Ly  JJb"r  ^lator  Jane ;  1  neeoived  you  letter  last  Wednesday  v.hich  silencer 
my  ^rmurings.  "  thought  it  hard  s  one  one  did  not  cone  or  v;rite  ‘  but 
>.os  g*lu  mother  aid  not  yet  our  letter  sooner  for  lather  should  have 
betn  V'orse  011  than  x  should.  1  was  quite  sick  lor  fbout  a  week,  but 
aoon  rof°Yoreci  nlfctjr  ta^ino  a  course  oi  i.ieaicine,  and  have  been  some 
ti^e  getoin0  my  strength;  am  not  very  strong  yet.  Jill  the  re  st  are 

■to  well  except  .  -uu  v  o  is  very  sick,  ana  Phoebe  this  nor:  ing,  owing 
to  a  relapse  of  the  hotels.  l  suppose  Aunt  I  ester  he.  Is  concerned  about 
JC'ne  (tills  icien  til  ies  Jane1,  she  evidently  being  the  dauyhter  oX‘  Hester 
and  -  enrj  Judson,  and  Hester  •  hslf-slster  to  Lucys  other, 

Mother  lets  her  girl  come  >  na  stay  with  us  a-  ile  and  he  Id  Jane  wash 
ana  iron,  x  don*  t  think  she  is  quite  well;  complains  of  her  arms 
auhin^ .  wxien  mother  comes  1  \  j  a  n  t  iunt  Lester  ( cuds  on )  to  come  pi*epsred 


no 


w  • 


As  she  has 


to  stay  some  time,  rs  i  think  she  can  leave  very  well 
such  a  smart  daughter  everything  will  go  very  we 13  at  home,  so  she 
mist  come  and  teach  me  to  make  cheese,  i  want  mother  to  fetch  her  little 
hoop  ii  she  is  not  going  to  use  it,  if  father  aoesn't  ;  at  better,  write, 
and  x  will  go  and  see  him.  if  he  has  recovered  ±  do  rope  mother  will 
come  soon.  Just  think,  she  has  never  been  here  since  v.e  moved  down 
among  the  trees  and  sweet  songsters,  i  might  say  mosquitos  too,  but 
th.rt  v  ould  spoil  it.  i  want  to  say  much,  out  little  bow  <  rd  has  awoke 
and  i  must  stop  and  see  to  him.  Give  my  love  to  Susan;  tell  her  x  think 
she  might  write,  as  i  believe  she  will  never  come  ana  see  me.  my  love 
to  brother  ..illiam  and  family,  and  all  the  good  people,  lour  sister,  Luc; 


v* "» »* * »*  n *<i,*#**ic  »" v " rWirv* 


a-f  -  ~ :u  1^'.-.  / .  Lucy  crews  ter  to  Jane  Rowley.  Sister  Juno; 

7/ our  letter  Tuesday  last  for  vhich  x  am  much  oblia.ed 


not 


i  received 
to  you 


?x°ne »  ^ u a  mother  v.h om  x  hope  wi  11  ever  keep  up  her  ins ti  a t ing 
spirit  in  the  letter-’,  ri ting  line.  Lut  that  will  not  suiiiceT  1  want 
to  see  her  very  much,  and  shall  look  for  her  until  she  comes,  ant 
Helen  and  nur shall  to  come  with  her.  ..hen  are  you  coming  yourself. 

* <yA  ^  Jams  spring,  ^  assure  you.  ..ish  someone  would  come  uu  stay 

i oh  tie  lor  company,  want  to  see  Susan  bverett  very  much.  ..rote  a  Ion; 
letter  to  her  last  winter,  but  she  has  not  answered  it.  Should  like  to 
know  why.  ask  cousin  Jane  Judson  if  she  ever  intends  making  me  a  visit; 
you  write  nothing  about  them. 


Did  you  get  the  Christia  n  world*  1  sent  you  with  Ga.nne t  »  s  lecture  on 
inspiration;  ..ant  brother  ..illian  to  read  it.  ‘they  are  continued,  but 
to  me  very  new  and  interesting.  Should  like  to  send  you  more  were  they 
my  own.  This  is  a  world  of  thought  and  literature;  new  truths  are 
brought  out  of  the  Bible  as  .ell  as  elsewhere .  we  must  read  with  our 

of 


own  unoer standing,  and  not  with  the  unu  rs tannin 


hose  who  long  •  o 


proceeded  us.  cut  i  rra  no  zealot.  The'  sermon  on  the  mount  was  always 
understood,  1  suppose,  yet  there  is  a  pleasure  in  finding  out  the  truth 
of  the  matter;  besides  it  enlarges  the  sphere  of  thought,  if  i  could 
only  think  new  thoughts  and  not  old  ones  so  much  i  wouln  be 


1  an 


nu 


better  p loosed  with  myself 


hut  now  to  the  health  of  the  family,  will  begin  with  nr.  O.B.  who  is 


ue  or  not;  feels 


shaking  in  the  vind;  doesn't  know  whether  to  lave  the 
some  like  it,  but  hopes  he  will  not.  Josepl  ine  is  at  tacked  *  ith  it, 

..  in,  suffered  much  these  few  ays  past.  Lud  is  quite  solid  and  well. 


yet  has  a..,ue  symptoms,  if  we 
sick  of  this  place. 


have  i t 


i6cin 


this  r 


s  „  i.  j  .er 


>h '  11  00 


Have  received  a  letter  IV om  cousin  nbol  Spencer;  is  with  mother  and 


p  >p 

'  in.  *  Jos  ”  Lne  l;  cs.J  i 

conversations  v.ith  them,  poor  child,  wish  she  could  see  tnein  „ore  or  tea. 
id; ii  about  he s ter •  We  .  .  e  of  her  rd;  si  and 

presence  v.ould  have  uaue  it  r  better  relish*  ..ish  1  could  hive  them  to 
tea  as  i  am  going  out  to  make  preparations  to  cake  r  short-cake,  hell 
1  atn{-*r  this  is  a  ousy  time  with  the  saw -mi  11  •  has  been  running  ni,-ht  ana 
day.  Mr.  Scoot  is  our  sawyer;  has  been  here  two  or  three  weeks.  Other's 
family  veil  except  a,  who  is  astride  the  fence  on  the  a  rue*  from  vour 
home ly  s i s  t e r ,  Lucy . 


rhe  above  letter  from  Lucy  appears  to  mark  her  emancipation  from  the 
past,  and.  her  acceptance  of  the  Brewster  attitude.  'The  process  had 
taken  twelve  years,  it  is  the  first  of  her  letters  that  ‘  e  .-bodies 


nv 


bon 


degree  of  flippancy  toward  her  husband,  the  first  to  indulge  in  the 
mot*,  rind  the  first  that  does  not  predominate  in  self-pity,  xt  is  also 
the  first  intimation  of . self -improvement  through  study j  and  an  indie a ti 
of  the  mental  potential  that  was,  in  later  years,  to  so  strongly  assert 

itself. 


It  also  marks  the  point  at  which  Lucy  ana  wscar  cease  to  be  a  part  of 
the  Rowley  Btory .  with  the  exception  of  the  next  two  pri  ,f  notes,  the 
remaining  papers  concerning  them  will  be  recorded  in  r  volume  of  their 
own,  exc lus i ve ly  Brews t  er  « 


***  .  >  .  •  -• m  •  «  J  ^  ^  - 

»\  *•«  M  #»  4S  ft  ft  f  t 


I.ar cn  14th  1848,  Oscar  to  Jane  Rowley.  Ja.ne,  Lucv 
write  as  soon  <■-  s  her  confinement  should  take  place 
ure  t o  inform  you  that  unto  us  on  this  dry,  viz  8a 
P.L.,  a  et-  nchild  is  born,  her  severe  pain  was  not 
and  she  is  now  ns  comf  or  table  r  s  her  C'  se  d  emits. 


S  r1 


Id 


she  promised  to 


,  so  1  have 
oath  evenin 
of  very  loi 


t  h  e 


a 


» 


pie as- 
at  8,00 
aura pi on, 


Q 


r>  r  'bp 

iilv  .  iV 


V  •  ***  *  *  v 

to  be  in  good  health  auid  spirits,  be  are  without 


The  boy,  who oo 

is  Tom,  is  a  remarkably  behaved  and  exceedingly  beautiful  child  -  rp_ 

ny  p  e rm one nt  assist anc e 
day  yesterday,  and.  i 
,  but  could  find  none, 
better  at  pr e s ent , 


11 


Lrs.  Chafee  calls  in  each  day;  m’s.  Smith  here 
alone  last  night,  l  set  out  yesterday  to  find  help 
so  i  help  myself  as  well  as  a* can.  Lucy  feels  much 

’the  future  hath  in  it  good  hope  a 


ns  Goethe 


•- '  ■  ~ 


./ 


nd  sorrow.,1 


U.  -A 


*.AVJ 


does  not  come  out  v-ith  you,  please  >rite.  Osc 


ther 


r . 


March  26th  1848.  Oscar  to  Jane  Rowley,  Jane;  we  are  foolish  enough  to 


j  “  y  f->  -  -1- *  > 

you  the  tidings  of  our  little  one  •  s  birth  more  than  a~wh- he  since. 


a'  O  . 


on  have  not  received 


.t . 


This  at  1 


i'Ps 


t  we 


1  ry  -s  .  •  * 


-  t  hi  a  t 


e  have  reenvee 


nothing  from  you,  our  state  ana  condition  is  thus.  Lucy  up  ana  about  the 
bouse,  the  little  preacher  quite  reasonable  in  his  requisitions  ?s  to 
salary.  Josephine  first  nurse,  ana  rxcvf  ra  not  so  noisy  sxnce  he  linws  he 
is  likely  to  have  help  in  that  way.  we  should  really  ih.e  to  see  ...other, 
but  we  v. ill  try  to  be  as  quiet  as  good  children  should  be •  Low  may  the 
peace  of  God  be  with  you  now  ana  ever.  Uscf.  r. 


#•"  , k"  a  «» 


* 


ih?  •  r  nnd  in  the  headlines  President  l*i  vlor  pro  the  ol-t  c—i  r*  -<* 

brighsm  Young  r ncl  hin  nm,  cM^mr  .  <*  q.  -i+.  i  -....  ,  ‘  '  ' 1 :  bo%lL-3, 


Brigham  *pung  end  hie  new  Colony  at  Selt  Lake,  -old  in  cal  fornia 
census  was  -bout  to  proclaim  a  grand  total  or  It,  oOO  000 "  g.  0‘ ,  Jd ‘  ‘t 
cultures  or  the  North,  the  South,  the  ,,-st  anu  th^  Ust  had  ^^ed? ^he 

AA  p  pht'"  :i'py  ' 

smell  t own,  the  small  ian  *  ,  . 

„  ‘  nists'i? 

tnh,  ®Jft$se*  v  ifc  ',ut  corre spoil  .  . 

lifa  tahh  t  f ’bf  -h!  llM  i‘1“iCk  ' 

111  e .  wul.  L  ml.  mfinfi;  I  nun  '«>»£,  o  «  v.  ^ 


<JA 


»,  '«i  <  < ;  , ! !  ,  if  '*^2 

'  w  Y\v'Y  '  !!?/:£  ,  y  .1  c.-> 

.  <;v:  '  rf  - ’//  *?' vW 

,•  '  '  -oh  V 


i  > 


V. 


'>Ti. 


/ 


^  THE 


i  \  hf  yc  ■- 1  * \ >••  f  ->  j  -  t.vr"> 

w  j  ihiA  , 5 i 

Of  COOK  COUNTY. 

-^05td^V*  A'  X  ^ 

raa  DX>^*?A-i?T  m 
i. - A 

•  z' 

u  .jcYtcr'fai 

&  7'"cn  at  3  D  I  1  IT  TJ  *3  23  7  S I .,  *« 

j'  MYi  &  uJmj.  pm..  22,  El  7,  atf-i  e’e/ir/f, 


if _ ({  tX.li _ au.t  UutW, 


S  'iXVV, 


/'v7  /'/ 

C  //. 


con 


:.  JT 


Jai  '-JIO  353 


( '.o  plain, 

N.  II.  H  A  YS, 

1st  Lh.it.  v-«  .  ' .  TS 

L-  15-  SI  TiniELAXD,  U  y 

•Jax.  3,  184  7. 


•?<{  Lhut. 

JAMES  SHE  EM  AX, 

•‘«i  Lieut. 

A  R.  SMITH. 

It. or n<»l  Ottut*  Print. 


io  cHu, 

to 

seve rr 1 

OJ 

/larick 

£-  c? 

-  o 

j.s  the  r 

opi 

:•  enaf:c-u’ 

»Y  f  ■  i 
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P84 J  Aldrick  was  50,  J  i-no  55, 
Lrrtha  12,  Act  aline  9,  rncl  in  aug¬ 
ust  there  was  to  be  Marietta.  ^  me 
wrote;  This  one  wa  s  the  o.g.  osite 
of  the  others  with  light  hair  md 
grry  eyes,  aldrick  said,  she  resen- 
bled  me;  we  called  her  Etta,  now 
our  circle  was  complete,  and  we 
were  comparatively  happy  for  a 
time,  but  only  a  short  time. 

Everyone  was  having  the  gold  fever 
and  Aldrick  among  the  rest,  noth¬ 
ing  woujlg.  do  but  he  must  go  to 
California,  and  all  my  tears  and 
entreaties  could  not  dissuade  him. 
others  went  and  came  home  laden 
with  spoils,  and  he  was  stout  and 
strong,  so  why  could  not  he s  So 
there  was  a  covered  wagon  fixed 
and  «  company  of  them  made  ready 
to  go,  and  ne*  went,  vh  how  vividly 
does  that  day  come  back  to  my 
memory.  After  bidding  us  all  a  sad 
farewell  he  turned  once  more  to 
kiss  the  babe  that  was  prattling 
ait  the  window.  e  went  and  never 
returned. . . 
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California;  A  Trip  across  the 
Plains  in  the  Spring  of  1850.  Being  a  j- ily  necord  of  the  Trip  Over  the 
Plains,  the  Desert  and  the  mountains;  Sketches  of  the  Country",  Distances 
from  Camp  to  Camp,  and  Containing  m  Enable  information  to  Emigrants  a- s  to 
where  they  will  bind  wood,  water  and  li  ss  at  Almost  Ev  ig  Lon  t 

uy  James  Abbey.  Published  by  John  R.  ..tuneeb*  r,  city  nookstore,  Kent 


c~  ^rr 
*»  r  y 


and  Norman  Ledger  Bldg.,  New  Albany,  ±naiana,  Is 50 


It  is  not,  of  course,  possible  to  quote  more  from  id  is  book  than  is  pertin 

ent  to  Aldrick *s  part  in  the  journey.  The  copy 
used  v;fiS  th-  t  in  the  collection  of  the  New  York 
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ril  ■..■•th  1850;  idles  i ..  cm  St.  Joseph,  -:.o 

Torn  St.  -wouis  c  n  the  stem-  ;i  r  ‘Dove*, 
trip  i  rom  r.ew  j-.lb any  in  eleven  days. 

C  r  c  .  In  f  .vo  1  :  -  .  )*ys  i  n 

spi  s •  C  )  Lsts  of  • 

Rowley  .iuicl  4^cbi*idc  with  us;  Seoig  o  Richey  ■  r_cl 


' 


aorge  Clpyton.  Missouri  K3Lv<  feet, 

rxve  thousand  people  t  St .  h.  J^es  .  .  . { , 

an///,3  ^7/  r°r  th°  plRins*  ^  ^-e  stream  Unetvrh  round  «ouley 
and  toone.l.  uei t  uotvley  nn«  .xuerl  who  v  ere  ,oin£  to  v,xit  till  the  cool 
oi  ine  evening  to  lot  cheir  cattle  rest. 

-uoit  caiap  tois  morning  at  five  o* clock  in  company  with  rtowley, 
a_Ci,^y,  Gilman,  Cline,  aphis  trong  ana  Stevenson. 

iny  11.  drived  rt  the  Phte  River,  Lay  12th;  Sundry .  camped  r  11  day  on 
the  banks  of  the  flrte,  May  15;  Ft  9  Lev  i  ,  We  up  (  or 

i  ov.  -cy  •  aJ  i.ic.iey  •  .all  in  good  spirits  •  luree  thousa  nd  wa ons  r herd  of 
them. 


i.iry  17;  A  meeting  to  organize  our  companions,  id*,  u.  Stevenson.  1  -otm 
Captain.  Our  train  consisted  of  seven  v/agons;  five  i  om  Hew  ,-lbt-nv .  viz. 
Abbey  and  Co.,  McBride  and  Co.,  ftichey  am  Kov/ley,  .  .  n  .  oline, 

0  Lie c- 1  and  Co.,  -ms  trong  and  Stevenson,  ancl  Saunders  and  Co* 

M?y  27.  All  safe  in  camp  -  fine  spirit.  >,e  made  twenty  miles  today.  ,,oys 

say  this  is  a  brush  of  the  elephants  tail. 

June  17;  At  eleven  o ‘clock  we  turned  our  cattle  out  to  .  rass  with  not  ley 

and  Shindler  and  ..c-ride,  Shoved  off  this  .corning  at  live  o- clock  in  a 

violent  snow  storm,  and  traveled  till  ten  o  clock  vhen  we  reached  the 

forks  of  the  two  roads,  rhe  one  to  the  left  takes  you  to  Suoletwe  Cue -off 
or  x*  or  t  Hall,  and  tnat  to  the  right  to  Great  Sait  wake.-  were  we  parted  w i 
our  da  friend  a  lex  O-Neal,  he  taking  the  Cut-Off,  and  we  to  S?  ,ake. 

trom  the  ap  etrance  of  this  road  i  should  suppose  that  most  oi  the 

wagons  had  taken  the  Cut-off. 

June  22;  Arrived  at  fort  bridgerj  found  water.  June  25;  kpny  oeor 3  • 
p-  ssing  as '  on  horse  back,  and  some  on  foot  with  packs  on  their  backs,  out 
m  .ay  opinion  ox  teams  r  re  the  best.  At  hcho  Creek  nichey  i  nd  Company's 
wagon  up -set  and  spilt,  but  no  damage. 

a une  2  /.  Kenyon  Creek  crossed  thirteen  different  times.  On  the  worst  row 

ever  travelled  by  civilized  man. 

* 

June  29.  Left  camp  at  six  and  in  one  hour  reached  Salt  Lake  City.  Stop;  e- 
over  for  Sunday,  washed  clothes;  grass  for  cows;  lightened  our  loads/' 
were  we  saw  our  old  friend  David  Anderson,  rouses  princip-  liy  of  lows,' 
dwellings  of  the  aristocrats  of  sun-dried,  bricks,  rest  supper  we  have  * 
eaten  since  v/e  left  Sweet  none  -  light  biscuits,  butter,  hot  coffee,  milk 
and  broiled  ham.  putter  .75,  ..ilk  .50,  neat  .75.  .w-gons  at  hone  worth 
/l 50 . 00  -  here  v 500. 00.  it  has  been  said  that  man  was  naae  to  mourn,  cut 
still  there  are  some  bright  spots  in  the  pathway  of  life. 

June  SO.  now ley  and  Shindler  have  dissolved,  now  ley  has  joined  our  mess 
and  Shindler  that  of  Saunders  and  Co.  of  ky.  Their  wagon  was  too  heavy 
for  their  cattle,  and  they  were  fearful  of  not  being  able  to  get  safely 
through  unless  they  aid  so.  Camp  two  miles  from  Salt  Lake. 

July  2;  xt  ten  o -clock  we  reached  the  ferry  at  ..ebor  niver  to  find 
twenty  wagons  ahead  of  us.  uno  o'clock  before  we  ..  ot  over  the  uiver. 
i-erriage  v4.c0.  Ten  inches  of  dust,  c  <t  le  suffering. 

July  4.  Declaration  of  independence  read  by  our  mess-mate  frost  of  ky. 


« 


du-y  *  Ou*'  -«ev  /lb any  friends.  'Annas  bin'  n*i  ,  r„A  , 

W  j  th  U3.  Tbev  had  Uf  * 

,r  .  *  1  e2  i,fia  lolt  ^  leir  wagons  behind  at  Salt  fare  an.-;  v  ere  n-  *  n  • 
through  on  horse  back.  '  '  11  ;  e  P*cicj.n& 

July  10.  .About .  nine  we  cane  to  (loose  creek  with  very  steep  banks  v/he-e 

1  ound  a  number  of  emi  rants  d*  •  in  -  iv  v  v  '  nK‘s  ,,nei  €  v'e 

r  ,n„  ..  '  ,  ,  7?  n  s  G-<*~lno  c'  ort'Ve  lor  ?  young  man,  Jacob  .,ag  one 

rf;  1,4  o£!  °°V'lby’  ailK01s‘  travelled  over  mountainous  roads,  be  in;  in'" 

danger  oi  sliding  down  to  the  bottom  at  every  step.  hade  six  miles  rn  hour 

July  12;  On  wry  to  Warm  Spring  valley.  The  oust  is  so  deep  as  to  cover  our 
boot  tops,  and  rose  m  such  clouds  as  to  prevent  the  driver  from  seeing 
his  team.  Saw  several  Indians  at  a  distance. 


la  •  iui  ned  oiu  in  company  'with  Linciley  and  three  wa.  :ons  from  few 
■  lw  ny,  viz.  _  el  son  ana  hodger ,  remington  anc.  Jones,  ana  v  yton  and  Oo . 
who  had  left  Salt  Lake  one  day  before  us.  At  eleven  o'clock  we  stopped  for 
a  couple  oi  hours  on  the  banks  of  the  St  nary s  diver •  We  passed  the  ’rave 
of  robins  on  from  Uushville,  Illinois  who  had" died  of  bilious  fever. 

July  16 i  numerous'  Indians  were  prowling  about  today  for  the  purpose  of 
stealing.  Since  travelling  through  the  valley  1  have  counted' the  corpses 
of  more  than  100  orses  and  mules  that  mired  in  the  swamp,  a  train  of 
rorses  and  •■■rules  m  advance  oi  us  had  twelve  horses  and  ten  mules  stolen 
x  'On  them  one  night.  ~  •  •  „  .  •  man  off  u  rd,  stripped  him 

stark  naked  and  wounded  him  in  several  places  with  arrows,  radians  in  this 
valley  very  numerous,  and  v:e  have  to  keep-  strict  guard  at  night. 

July  lb.  One  oi  the  worse  roads  we  have  travelled  since  le avian  home  - 
c lame ring  over  rocks  which  are  very  destructive  to  the  wa  ;onsV~ 

July  29.  travelled  all  night,  many  abrnuoned  wagons  seen.  rtu.  ,  Isti  ..here 


we  shopped  there  were  two  hundred  other  wagons.  Joined  a  train  five 


long.  Forty-six  v/agons  given  up 


s 


August  cm  Our  cattle  gave  great  evidence  of  suffering  so  we  were  compelled 
to  stop,  being  completely  out  of  water,  nowley  fnci  myself  and  ..oodfiJ 
bought  tv;o  gallons  from  a  traveller  (who  haa  brought  it  along  on  specula¬ 
tion)  for  vrhich  we  paid  the  reason;  hue  price  of  *>1.00  a  ^  all  on.  The  desert 


through  which  we  are  passing  is  sti*ev  i  hv,  .  , 

couuted  in  fifteen  .Minutes  obcfder.a  ho-sef  ZbO^n' f  ®  Vn  ^i®3*  \ 

*"*  Tim!jlS  deCftylnS  on  the  j’o,  d  keep’  t  f  seen ted iw,  fff  Tile 
through.  Atm  yard  or  slaughter  1  a  flower  garden  in  comnrri  >n 

/ast  r, "omits  of  valuable  property  have  been  abf  nnoned  go.  t'rownaw‘v  .  ' 

le e ,te-^';Soo‘oo0f  tVnrn1,UnkSJ  CXOtrine  fnd  WF£ons  to  the  value  of  at 

wagons^worth°at°ieastn$iao.OO  '  * 

august  3,  Our  companion  Smith  returned  f  om  the  river  with  five  -a  lions 

ox  water.  »e  at  once  took  our  tin  cups  and  drank  to  the  health  of  o-r 

mothers,  wives,  children  and  friends  with  ,s  much  gusto  as  if 'it  he' been 
chpmpagne. 

August  6;  This  a.ra.  four  of  our  companions  started  on  rhe..d  of  the  term 
to  pick  out  p  suitable  place  at  the  mines  to  work. 

^ugust  /;  I’here  being  another  desert  to  cross,  we  remained  in  camr  till 
P»;  nopmg  to  be  able  to  cross  at  night,  marched  till  2.00  a.m. 

/ ugust  8;  Our  only  dread  now  is  the  crossing  of  the  Sierra  Levadas,  this 
night  we  camped  with  200  wagons  on  the  Carson  niver,  ..e  were  much  worn 
down  by  night  travel. 


Augm.  c  le*  Sima c;.y .  started  5. 00  a.m.  myself,  liennin..,  »*oodi  el  remainea 
behind  with  a  sick  oxen,  we  watched  the  poor  animal/  ministered  to  him 
<11  the  remainders  in  our  possession,  but.  he  died,  .i.e  had  shared  with  us 
all  the  vicisitudes  of  this  toilsome  journey  and  to  see  him  ale  vw  s 
t -  uly  p<  —  ni  al .  at  noon  wg  were  visited  by  twenty  -digger  Indians,  a  i'0i*td  j 
of  whom  were  perfectly  naked,  xhey  say  there  is  plenty  of  gold  in  the 
■hills,  in  p.m.  came  to  a  place  called  mormon  Station  -  perfect  skiniinr 
post  i  or  emigrants,  flour  i.ou  iu . ,  sugar  -i.vo  id.,  fresh  beef  from 
broken  down  oxen  .05  lb. 

august  11:  A  mile  ahead  of  our  present  camp  the  Indians  shot  some  ten 
horses  with  their  arrows,  crippling  them  so  as  to  render  them  unable  to 
travel,  xhe  packers  to  whom  they  belonged  killed  them  on  the  spot  to 
prevent  the  red  rascals  from  getting  them. 

fhe  road  we  are  now  travelling  defies  all  description.  uf  all  the  rou.  h 
ro  ds  i.  have  ever  seen  or  ever  imagined,  this  teats  them  all  -  rocks 
f com  the  size  of  a  flour  barrel  to  that  of  a  meeting  house  are  strewn 
all  along  the  road,  and  there  we  are  compelled  to  clamber  and  squeeze 
our  way  through  them  the  best  ve  could,  distance  macie,  io  miles/  saving 
n  o  t  a  i ng  a  t;  ou  t  roads. 

august  12;  ..e  hitched  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  one  wagon  and  ina  few  minutes 
were  on  the  first  summit  where  we  camped  the  ni  ht  with.  nichey  and  Arm¬ 
strong*  on ow  eight  feet  deep,  next  day  rnaae  11  miles, 

August  15.  fine  trees. i  flowers  life  nay.  we  are  now  fifty  miles  from 
the  gold  diggings.  Passed  grave  of  man  killed  by  Indians.  August  lb; 

Leek  Spring  Valley,  thirty  miles  from  „eaverville.  caw  deer. 

/ugust  17.  «.e  arrived  at  the  fork  of  t>  e  road,  the  one  locoing  to 
fang  town,  the  other  to  ..eaverville .  m  took  the  latter.  ,.e  are  now  six 
miles  1 -om  Pleasant  Valley,  or  dry  big  mgs ,  Still  uoscenain.  .  Oxen 
refused  to  pull  <•  ons .  Let  up  wa  th  -  >hn  it  •  •  01  - 

PL.ey  pi  ssed  us  with  their  mule  teams  bound  for  S-  cremento  (Jity.  « 


F" 


travelled  into  the  ni  hi*  v  4.  ,  , 

ten  feet  ahead.  Stopped  twenty  "miles  from  ha^  town  ^  ‘  i'ovlan't  see  car'Gie 

'^vT*  5,  *  Ahis  '■*  :*  v;e  stf-rted  «t  6i00  a. si,  arid  in  tv.o  hours  struck  i  •>« 

■  ...  Ley.  he  r  ■  iierrrs  i 

■  ■  At  5: C 

l  ‘••9«-v-iville.  it  is  situated  on  a  creek,  nopulrtlon  1,  000. ' d ■  =■  i  :  ■: s 
of ,l0SS  Pnd  sh> nti  s.  (  >  „ot  /  rvil  i  present 

v.!'.'  ?,own  '"'W  J  0  >  ch  has  evlaentlv 

SorsdoSCounty!)anSed  WSS  i’ori'lel'ly  slidhtly  south  of  Plrcorville  in  hi 

August  20;  This  p.bi.  ivo  were  occupied  indeliberctlon,  ana  it  v.es  conduce- 
to  h p ve  r  division  of  men,  consequently  we  had  rn  motion  of  r  portion  of" 
our  gooes,  i  bought  a  sharp  pointed  shovel  for  $1-3.00  and  a  pick  for  $4.50 
if;  ^ess  w.'s  then  dissolved  in  friendship,  a  portion  fcrvinr  decided  to  -  o 
thirty  Miles  south  of  iiechosma  Creek,  an  arrangement  which'  coes  not  neet- 
views,  :  nd  my  sell  and  -  *.  o\ le  y  will  2*  t- main  here. 

/ugust  21;  This  day  we  arranged  our  utensils  for  work  and  bought  a  cradle 
i  or  wmer  v.e  paid  #;J0 .  Rowley  has  gone  up  the  creek  to  look  for  a  suit- 
able  place  to  work.  Our  mess,  excepting  Rowley  and  myself,  after  dinner 
started  for  their  destination  on  imchosma  Greek , 

August  Co;  Our  i irs  o  operations  in  mining  were  in  the  oeu  of  the  creek 
0g1>e r-  -1  G  °  ^  oee;  «  A  great  number  of  men  working.  «.i  thin  a  distance 
of  eight  to  ten  miles  i  should  suppose  there  to  be  from  ei,  ht  to  ten 

s?  nd .  l  of  thi  an  that  t  o]  arv  :  m  ;  3  ;  3n  ±3  :  out 

0VeI>  *  ere  WQ  i*nc  we  i  e  c  i  fr  m  ;o  K  x  in  t  rd  i  : 

ground  before  reaching  the  clay  in  which  gold  deposits  are  xound.  my  c anaia 
GI  ini on  is  t nat  taxing  all  the  miners  on  weaver  Greek  to  other,  that  they 
:.o  not  average  '<#<5 « •  a  day.  me  most  1  have  m&ae  in  one  day  in  digging  hero 
is  p4,00,  and  l  have  done  some  tall  nigging. 

Augusu  ,:4.  Saturday,  our  hole  having  given  out  we  rambled  -bout  for  miles 
in  search  ol  r  location,  but  every  spot  of  ground  appeared  to  be  dug  uo  or* 
was  occupied  by  miners.  So  we  concluded  to  return  home . 

August  25 i  This  day  i3  pleasapt,  and  the  air  clerr,  pure  and  fragrant.  All 

the  coys  except  myself  off  prospecting,  being  alone  all  aay  j.  scent  it  in" 
me  o i t  a t i on  and  re  ading . 


<ust.  26;  Got  our  breakfast  at  4.00  a.n.  and  took  our  mining  tools  and 
started  down  the  creek  about  four  miles  where,  finning  a  suitable  place 
i  or  op -unions,  we  c-ached  out  about  iixty  buckets  ox  dirt  and  ,ot  roout 
a  hall  once  of  gold,  wet  feet  and  aching  bones. 

August  l7.  Our  hole  having  given  out  we  prospected  ( bout  for  several  hour 
and  at  last  found  a  place  which  bin  f i  ir  to  yield  tolerably  well,  oo  we 
set  to  viork  and  labored  hard  as  any  fellow  ever  did,  carrying  our  dirt 
about  400  yards  to  the  creek,  it  aid  not  yield  as  well  as  v.e  expected,  an 
to  our  surprise  soon  gave  out.  Got  half  rn  ounce. 

August  50.  Started,  off  early  to  the  diggings,  and  our  days  labor  yielded 
about  y9 .00 

august  51.  The  sun  is  oppressively  hot  and  the  nights  cool.  The  proceeds 
of  our  days  labor  about  n  i  ne  mol  1  ar  s  a  nd  s  ome  cents. 


I 


Sepui  ,,-iber  1.  ounui  y,  kov.ley  is  discouraged  and  thinks  Mir1nf'  a 
bus.noss.  My  thoughts  today  are  more  than  i  hous and  miles  dis 
they  are  of  home,  mother,  sister  ana  friends.  ' 


poor 
distent ; 


September  d.  bpent  the  day  in  writing  letters.  Lyse  If  end  Pov-lev  ro 
up  to  Sacramento  City  tomorrow  to  see  if  we  can  muster  a  letter*  or 
newspaper,  neither  of  which  we  have  seen  for  six  months  pint. 


M  ' 1  a*  "  i  *A 


here  ends  Abbeys  Journal,  it  was  probable  that  while  on  the  r-oovo  men¬ 
tioned  visit  to  Sacramento  City  that  -ldrick  sent  home  his  few  nu^ets 
oo  Jane  \  ^ich  were  Inter  nade  into  rings  for  his  c  ileren.  as  a 
diversion  he  vent  on  a. hunting  trip  up  the  Sacramento  diver  with  a 
friend,  out  whether  this  friend  was  Abbey  is  not  known,  'they  bought  a 
boat  end  returning  with  a  good  load  on  v  ich  they  realized  a  ,  ooa  uw;it 
decided  to  try  it  again.  Somewhere  along  the  route  his  friend  develop 
dysentery,  a  sickness  very  pr  eve  lent  around  Sacramento,  ±n  an  abandonee' 
shanty  on  the  river,  the  only  shelter  for  many  miles,  Alarick  cared  for 
his  inend  as  best  he  could,  ihe  friend  died  in  f  ree  cif.ys,  r  nd  idurick 
too  was  strickened  before  he  could  get  to  the  coat,  oome"  days  later  ' 
trapper  came  upon  Aldrick  unconscious  in  the  shanty  with  his  ae;d  com- 
pinion,  Somehow  he  got  alarick  back  to  Sacramento  and  to  a  hospit’  1, 
c-.nc*.  \  ord  came  o^ck  to  Illinois  that  he  was  on  the  road  to  recovery, 
then  for  <  long  time  there  was  no  word,  finally  it  \  as  learned  that  the 
hospital,  r  temporary  structure,  had  been  torn1 down,  but  of  Aldrick  no 
word.  Still  later  a  newspaper  published  his  name  among  a  list  of  dead. 


Apart  iron  v/h*  t  Jane  wrote  of  her  husband  •  s  character  there  is  but  o-*  * 
o  t  her  p  e  r  t  i  ne  nt  c  omme  nt ,  no  1 1  t  e  d  by  his  d  r  .u  ht  or ,  .a  s  line.  11  "r  e  t  r  c.  7  ~ 
was  a  good  natured  rson.  i  never  •  k  a  c 

mother  or  to  us  children,  nor  ciia  he  ever  rave  trouble  with  his  nei  b- 
boT*s.’  «hich,  after  •  11,  is  saying  nuite  a  bit. 
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J®50*  k  8*r.  said  the  General,  ",  city  air  ady:  ,  ...  SU( . 

I g!ns  COPln3  m  every  day  loaded  vith  produce.  ..by,  the  v‘o -v  a-'v  ?  1 L 
there  over  f,  hundred  head  of  cattle  were  sola  in  Ulcfo!  L>u  k*i  x "  Jr 
f11.  J-iye  to  see  iiity  thousand  inhabitants  in  Ghica  :o-  .and  tbyt  boy  or  ’ 
±X',e  t0  See  lt  fcvice  th't  number .  it  has  nearly  tv.cnty  r  ouar;... 

emigrants  to  the  west  wore  booning  business,  and  for  Jane  ..owlev,  too, 
responsible  during  Alurick's  absence  for  an  income,  it  was  a  comoar.- tivel- 
gooa  year,  her  annual  income  as  shown  in  her  account  book  totaled  vo£5.80‘ 

Produce  . .  a 

.cutter  ana  et;.s  . . .  c  ,  - 

Other  things" . . ......!.'!!!!!!  Id! bo 

r'or.  boarain&  mill  hands  . . .  .  .100. co 

For  timber  . .  .  . .  1G1 

rmanck  had  left  in  March,  sn<  n  rj  i  ,  sr  h&d  i  ed  1  for  she  hr< 
tne  slightest  news  of  his  success  or  failing •  -hen  his  letter  from  o  c- 
r  amen  to  with  the  gold  had  arrived  is  not  known,  but  it  cou.‘id  he roly  have 
been  before  the  end  of  the  year* 

lv.<ox .  ii  alible  c  a  me  in  bunches*  Jane  *  s  income  for  produce,  loo  doutiqs  of 
butter  ana  145  do?en  eggs  -  all  she -haa  to  show  for  the  ye \r  totaled 
only  #66.08.  Caring  for  her  children,  U  r  ••  L4,  .  ine 

— )  i  *-1 j  e  *  r  v/ith  the  responsibility  of  the  house  and 

j  arm,  must  ^ave  been  diiiicult  even  in  those  aays.  oho  haa  not  started 
her  journal,  notes  of  events  being  recorded  in  r  small  ai;  ry  with  few 
entries . 

J-nuary  .  i.  Mr  •  oris  to  1  ana  mss  iiisner  cane  to  see  ns.  nad  verv  ole  srnt 
visit  with  them,  fhey  brought  s one  books  for  presents  for  the  girls. 

February  5;  Donation  party  r t  our  house  for  nary  Judson.  5 

i  u.-.  c.tv  1/,  Lit  ule  ...unettr  swallowed  a  pin.  Spent  r  ni  lit  of  intense 
anxiety,  rin  found.  «o  more  trouble  about  that . 

March  9.  Heard  the  terriole  news  of  /ildrick*-s  death  .  hich  occurred  three 
months  ago  according  to  reports  in  the  papers,  but  we  could  not  believe 
it  as  the  name  was  reported  -Albert'.  we  t'oimht  it  r.ius  t  ce  someone  else 
until  letters  from  California  confirmed  it.  oh,  ’what  c-reaaful  a  a  vs  .  nd 

weeks  of  suspence  and  agony,  ho  one  knows  but  those  who  have  passed  through 
the  same  trial, 

march  51;  a.r,  Hummell  moved  in  the  house  v/ith  us  to  carry  on  the  farm  on 
share  s • 

April  13;  Oscar  and  Lucy  came  out  to  see  us. 

Some  kind  of  service  was  held  for  /.ldrick,  as  Jane  notes  the  title  of  she 
sermon  as.  ‘He  looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whose  ouilaer 
and  maker  is  God.* 

with  the  end  of  spring,  cholera  aea.lt  the  Chicago  area  a  were  Hess  clow, 

The  R  ov;  leys  were  fortunate  in  ce  ing,  well  away  irom  the  most  i  aim  c  tea  areas 
and  v  not  t  c  ted.  i  .  •  ,  qu ....  -  .  .. 

aevoted  to  collateral  lines,  were  rocHvea  relative  to  k wrick's  ueath. 
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1-^52;  ivo  I860  •  s  were  the  d->rk  yer.rs  in  3 me  kovley »  life  . 
anv  vpitin^h^  bi0t  th<  &MOry  ;  '  J 

weL  for1^et"o^s?LrLst;:y^eitnisa^  th“e',3,£:h‘:  — r? 

anonnt  °f  .supposition  ,u,t  b/co^teenea^bufit^s^f f?c^' 

*  :  -  m  ■  Vf  • 

to?  h  ■" in!.nciel  straights  for  3 one  years,  ner  expenses  in  1852 
"ot:  ■ued  >l«J<s,15,  Iticorae  derived  from  ro  uoe,  .  ■ 

3*  "  •  ■  ckens  *10.28, 

pxoxit  of  #l./b.  One  of  her  cows,  Oaty,  died  in  ..arch. 


’ll*'  v?o«"to';f,S  mCh  th6  SOTie  in  1855>  r  tofcfcl  of  *147.89,  while  expenses 

For  Jane,  those  were  years  of  depression,  rnd  while  we  have  heard  a  -art 
of  her  viewpoint  as  told  by  herself  ’  ‘  * 


J.  t  i  o 


i l u cos s a r y  to  r  1  s o  p p r a i s e 


Thus  to  truly  under staru 


her  actions . through  the  observations  of  others.  *. . 
her  c.t  oitu:  ,e  we  oust  go  b<-  ck  again  to  her  childhood 

Tltl*  ah0i'rS  t0  b?  r*°  g’-'h  th‘:t  Jane  grew  up  in  rn  Ktmosohere  of  cold- 
ness,  soberness  and  austerity.  She  knew  wo  light  •  lg  ' 

t“®  result  v,as  t-u-t  she  had  little  sense  of  humor  rnd  v. 's  u-fc.le  to 
erstand  hilerity_  or  divergence  .  .  .  „ 

hh4rhl'ne0Jer'S0hri-;lt  n  °f  ten<lferness  end  compassion,  it  oained  btr 
deeply  v.nen  she  noted  its  absence* 

nJt  tel1  about  hor  reading  trip  was  that  when  she  wrs  taken 

01^  boat  from  Burlington,  ldricl 

left  ber  '  g0n°  V/hfle  he  inc  1  a  .. 

h!hh?h10n,0f  a  t0i  “  trip-  -a-is  lack  of  ^owlc^c  S  A;  Iseuent  ana  = 

01  it,  and  at  times  led  her  to 


recreation  made  her  extremely  intoleran 


extreme  acts.  bhe  grew  so  tired  of  seeing  . ldrick  play  cards  that  she 
eventually  through  the  deck  into  the  fire* 

it  *<  •-  s  no  aoubt  obvious  to  her  that  ^ldrick  •  s  departure  for  California 
was  m  a  way  a  desertion,  and  the  grief  ana  cha.rin  caused  by  her 
c s sump t i ons  must  have  been  ?  heavy  burden  f  s  she  reproached  herself  x'or 
h”  lac£  °£  patience  \  him.  She  had  not  only  lost  the 'one  she  loved 
uht*  most ,  but  also  had  lost  lor  her  children  their  father*  This  is  ox 
course,  surmise. 

during  the  two  years  after  / ldrick* s  death  the  buraen  of  caring  for  the 
three  children,  runr.ing  tve  farm  and  provisions  for  security  seemed  to 
leave  her  with  little  alternative  to  a  second  husband,  bhe  vis  o7  in 
1853.  Thu  t  she  married  without  love  and  in  haste  is  overiy  obvious,  her 
grief  at  losing  -ldrick  could  hardly  have  loft  her  in  a  receptive  state 
of  mind  after  the  passage  of  eighteen  to  twenty  months.  The  r.rn  closest 


u  ,0T 


s  located  just 
ere  married 


at  hand  was  her  neighbor,  william  Frierson,  vi  ose  farm 
over  the  river  directly  west  of  the  .;ov;iej 
on  January  lath  id 54,  two  years  aria  nine  months  alter  sane  had  first 
heard  that  /ldrick  >  ould  never  return. 

Emerson  did  not  even  last  the  year  out  with  cane,  with  l is  assistance 


her  income  shrank  from  -^147,00  in  1 


to  jbl.84  in.  io£>4.  j .n  h<  r 


account. 


she  noted  him  ps 


soaraer ' .  He  left  December  if th  o 1  that  year  after 


eleven  months  of  what  was  evidently  anything  but  olissi'ul  m  cried  life. 


I 


besides  losing  p  new  husband,  Jane  also  lost  two  fairly  close  r.-l-fciv  • 

do  o 


Kachel's  sister  Hester,  wife  of  Henry  Judson,  died  within 

r~*  i  %  v\  ..  uv  i.  i .  —  “1  J  ^  i  **  ' 


a£;  ins  the  latter  part' or  July'.  A'month'bef  ore  “the  City  "oV^hice^had 
oil ioi ally  adopted  a  new  seal  in  which,  beneath  an  infant  reocsing  on 
a  sea-shell,  an  xnclien,  rnci  a  ship  in  full  sail 
motto;  •  urbs  in  r.orto  -  a  City  in  a  harden,  it  was  anythin 
The  summer  of  1854  had  been  the  hottest  and  driest  ever 
part  of  the  country.  By  July  1st  the  cholera  had  claimed  551  for  the 
month  of  June.  Those  who  could  get  r way  scattered  in  every  direction, 
and  the  usual  hush  marking  rn  epeaenic  in  progress  fell  over  the  city. 
The  real  hot  weather  began  on  July  5rd,  and  continued  uncbr ted  until 
the  middle  of  September  with  daily  temperatures  ave rating  over  80. 

Inet  tn i s  consi stonb  heat  a ne  gloom  did  not  contribute  to  Jane's 
dil  1  icult  ies  ..ith  her  nev;  ruse  ana.  is  hardly  oossible.  She  never  men  - 
tioned  him  again,  legally  divorced  him  in  some  later  year,  and  turned 
against  men  in  general,  an  obsession  which  she  never  overcame. 


day 


v.-  f  s  inscribed  t  he 

hVi  i  r>g  ...... 

4'  “  known  in  this 


1855  began  -ith  more  extremes  in  weather,  a  record  snow  storm  in  Jan¬ 
uary  suspended  all  business  for  a  week.  Temperance  was  the  year  * s  big 
issue,  ins  June  the  election  for  or  against  prohibition  led’  to  the 
•beer  riots-  at  which  tine  canon  had  to  be  placed  ail  around  the  court 
house  to  keep  the  huge  mobs  under  control.  Lore  people  than  ever  fcef 
were  arriving  at  the  city  ana  great  activity  existed  in  ever;- 

city  life  •  for  Jane  it  was  another  year  of  much  v.  ork  foi  _ 

Total  sale  of  produce,  butter  the  main  item,  or ought  her  86.59.  at 
year  end,  December  51st  we  may  picture  her  clone  in  the  evening ,  the 
children  put  to  bed,  ana  rs  1856  approached,  writing  as  follows* 


y-iV 


X‘  Q>’  C- 

ree  of 


.1 — c  o  c*  _L  tri  ,  , 


Farewell,  old  year.  Thou  art  gone  with  ? 11  they 


r>r*ow  s, 


and 


'j  j ays  and  sox 

Wnousanas  upon  t  nous  anas  oi  our  fe  1  lom  be  m0s  have  passed  from  earth 
m  the  short  space  oi  twelve  months ,  and  among  the  number  two  of  the 
most  intimate  companions  of  mv  c. hildhood.  dear  friends  of  mv 


OV!  H.V> 


./here  are  you  now  m  the  blissi'ul  regions  of  paradise,  or  ao  ve  hove 
around  the  loved  ones  of  earth  -  the  little  helpless  nock  ye  left 

e  may  all  meet  in  that  blest  land  where  there 


behind.  God  rant  that 


will  be  no  more  partings  or  sorrow 


M  • 


have  i  ground  for  such  r  hope  -  miserable  sinner  that 


m' 


tifiViZ  C  8  CU x Og  Oi 


ms  and  foilies  laid  up  n.-inst  me  in  one 
?11  my  life  has  been  spent  in  the  same  us- less  manner,  i  h 
myself  and  family  miserable  and  unhappy  for  my  baa  example 
and  ignorance,  Ly  poor  dear  children  \  ill  be  jade  to  s 

live  s . 


5n, 


t  li¬ 


ve  ar,  ana 
.ve  rnyae 
b:d  tfempe: 
u  f  f  e  r  11  t  li  eir 


Uh  that  i  could  be  the  only  sufferer.  On  me  rest  all  the  blame  of 
whatever  they  do  amiss,  i.y  only  hope  is  through  texrs  of  penitence 
and  the  blood  of  Christ  to  wash  my  sins 


r  W  i V 


j  • 


Father  in  heaven,  accept  our  thanks  that  our  lives  have  been  spare 
r  he  ?  1th  been  Ooo&,  ana  for  the  r-.morous  u le s  »i n.  s  v.e  have  njoy 
.ring  the  past  year,  ana  ve  ask  thee  to  forgive  us  all  our  ...ins, 

iro  i  cj  ^  Y\  o  r\  i  r\  l-i  >,  r-\’  tr  ri  "1  <  . o  o  «  iy  1  C  ,  t  . 


save  us  in  sox  e  happy  piece  * 
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185b  wpg  an  unhappy  year  Tor  [nt-.h  f 


.  .  __  Jane,  to 

whom  the  condition  appeared  static,  and  the 
bhic  f  go  ?•: r * ■  a  whose  citize  ns  were  involved  in 
bitter  controversy*  'the  ‘  pro-sl.v very  m-’or, 

J'-  01  '  >yer,  elect  .  p ,  by  cai  .  n 

funds  contributed  mainly  by  the  liquer  inter¬ 
ests,  occassioned  a  series  of  m? ss-nee tings . 
The  most  eloquent  orators  stirred  the  popu¬ 
lace  with  such  outbursts  as;  ‘Violence  rei  ns 
in  K.ansr-3  ~  violence  reigns  in  i.  a  shin,;  ton.' 
There  is  no  security  for  r  free  man  either  in 
the  heart  of  the  country  or  in  its  extreme 
limits#  The  battle  is  begun.  Slavery  or  free¬ 
dom  must  give  way.  They  cannot  exist  together. 
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Clouding  Jane's  existence  even  more  than  the 
feverish  intensity  of  public  feeling  v>  s  the 
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for  boding  shadow  oi‘  possible  loss,  nartha 
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■  '3 
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aged  19,  had  been  keeping  company  with  a 
young  man  named  Clark -dice  Burris^  a  pleasant 
enough  fellow  whose  antecedents  are  not 
known.  They  married  on  ^arch  19th,  Clark • s 
birthday . 

Clark  dice  murns 

financially  Jane  was  still  barely  keeping  j.n 
the  clear.  Land  values  had  increased  her  cap 

itc.l  or  oh,  out  the  very  significant  amount  of  money  in  circulation  did 
not  seem  to  flow  her  direction. 


T  i  -•  _~5  r_ 

i r id  cut; 

Sold. 

Ada;  Board  to  Brevster  . 

4  5 . 52 

0  al V0 s 

Ada  * s  woolen  shawl  .......... 

6 . 2b 

But  ter 

ad  *  • s  bor c b a  s h awl  . . 

7 . 6  2 

Iggs  . 

Flo  iv  . . . 

29 . 24 

Chi eke 

Sug^r  . 

If;.  46 

Curia  n 

Currants  ana  an  les  ... 


Groceries  .. 

Pump  . . . 

Garden  fence 
Trunk  ...... 


27.45 


6 . 00 
5.60 

:  . 


.Oo.fi 


r77~n7 

Keynoting 

the 

sum:  er  wa  s  r 

speech  by 

born  t ark 

who 

’held  up  the 

bugbear  of 

ex tens ioni 

sts 

to  the  scorn 

i  nd  c outer 

by  the  slaver 
a  i  id  i 


-  J.  i  '  j.  Ly  j 

a*  l  s  jj  re 


11 


ie  e  t  i  iix  f  c  1  In  we d 


o 


meeting,  aria  after  e-c 
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tnessed  an  y  t  i :  i  n  g 


like  the  enthusia  sm  ana  exceitonent  v  men  nr e vm lea  over 
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ni^ht . . . .  At  one  .noting  in  oc t oh «r ,  ovu*  25,060  people  were  on  the 
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r  a  r  ad  e  s  »v  ere  const  or;  1 1  v 
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Tit  bonfires  illuminated  the 
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About  the  first  of  November,  Jane  left  the  farm  in  charge  of  acL  line,  a  .ed 
16,  and  again  visitea  Vermont •  It  v.oula  be  difficult  to  •  now  >  u*  thoughts 
a s  she  wrote. 


dy  L  e  a  r  Ch.il  t r  e  n ; 


'  o  no  r  i  *  ov  1  e  x  p  e  c  t 
what  f  wish  to 


■*"  o 


not  allow  me  to  sap 
my  unkin? 
morse  i  have  felt  when  thinking 


X-- 

01 


i.nes-3  md  harsnness  to  you.  * 


oi 


th  e 


V, 

OU 

-x*  am 


leave  you,  and  ny  fa  ling 3  will 

you  to  forgive  me  for  5 11 
v*.  never  know  the  r-  ret  ana  re 
<  v.  nr,ie  i  have  set  before  you  t- 11 
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^cha?oodFchiTdrfcnbto  rfllnsa  1  fve  0f,'used  you  v.hen  you  h:  ve  ,11  been 
o00u  children  to  me  ~  so  much  better  than  i  ever  deserved  to  v> -ve 

bed  nd8L"v61that  TS  t0  r1’  bUt  U  13  P8st  “**»****,  mu  x  must  £0  to' 
1  p:  y  thclt  fX1  our  llves  my  oe  spared  until  v/e  meet  again. 
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®J“CRy’  ••ovwnber  So,  .1856;  by  dear  children,  we  me  safe  in  Vermont.  rd  a 
very  pleasant  journey,  nothing  happened  to  frighten  or  annoy  us.  Out  1  was 
never  so  tired  in  ny  life  as  vhen  we  arrived  in  Mbaiv.  imham  mornin- 
we  were  behind  time,  and  had  to  stay  there  until  rive" in  the  after noon, '“but 
A.w?f  Slaa  01  ifc  ror>  1  got  rested  mid  found  nunt  Betsey  and  had  a  short 
visit  with  here  and  Belinda  i,oore.  ( Step-sisters )  We  were  detained  in  rtut- 
~anu»  s0  v/e  °-^c-  ri0b  to  dhelburn  until  Friday  morning  at  nine  o’clock# 

we  were  supposed  to  see  Uncle  C#  (Chauncey  Pierce,  died  Uov.  15th}  He  had 
passed  away  if  om  earth,  x  suppose  nnson  (Pierce;  will  write  today' ana  tell 
c1lJ"  particulars  roout  his  death  and  nary's  sickness,  but  as  1  promised 
10  write  ps  soon  as  ±  got  here  1  thought  i  would  not  put 


of  his  writing, 
•harm. 


i  a k_  x  go w,  ne.  e  i  u;  oucli l  i  vouiu.  not  put  j  t  off  or 
if  we  both  happen  to  write  the  same  things  it  will 


it  off  on  recount 


no  no 


i  cm  at  Uncle  Sandf  ord *  s  today#  They  are  all  well  and  wish  me  to  present  tlu 
respects  to  you.  io  is  fine  weather  and  the  country  looks  very  oleasant  to 
me.  ±i'  you  were  only  here  and  could  oe  as  contented  as  x  could/ 
w ould  stay  here# 


think  i 


Marietta  and  Clarenda  hickok  have  gone  up  on  the  rocks  east  of  the 
cind  over  uo  see  the  brook,  ohe  is  highly  delighted  i  ith  everythin- 
doesn  t  want  to  stay  long... wants  to  go  home  and  see  the  girls 


Alonzo  has  got  his  horse  all  ready  to  take  me  over  to  aunt  fps,  so 
not  got  time  to  write  more  at  present#  ..rite  as  soon  as  you  get  thi 
take  good  care  of  yourselves  and  everything  else.  Your  affectionate 
J.P.H.  ps.  The  business  they  wanted  to  arrange 
is  the  same  that  / ns  on  thought  it  was.  x  want 
you  to  send  a  Chicago  Journal  along  when  j^ou 
send  a  letter. 


house 
but  she 


i  have 
s  %  a  nu 
mother, 


1857  marks  the  beginning  of  Jane 1  s  “Saturday 
Evening  Journal,  Edited  by  nrs ,  How  ley,  **  a 
nearly  day  by  day  account  of  her  life  from 
that  moment  until  her  death. 

Alth  ough  not  c 3  severe  .as  1857,  1857  was  also 


a  year  of  financial  depression.  The  newly 
vented  tele  raoh  assisted  the  urocess  ay 
ins  taut sneously  spreading  evyy  piece  of  b 
new s  ft  once.  ± n  the  s or ing  Long  Jo hn  . , e n t 
worth  became  mayor  with  the  burden  of  clew 
up  the  moral  condition  of  the  city  which  w 
the  hard  times  had  increased,  in  April  he 
thirty  policemen  raided  •  the  dens  on  the  a: 
a  locality  or  the  north  side  nem  the  lake 
and  destroyed  five  disroptable  houses  and 
shanties,  which  only  served  to  scatter  the 
criminal  element  throughout  the  city. 


Iri¬ 

sh. 


mng 
ith 
r  ncl 
a  nds 


four 


A-*' 


&  5.  & 

jf 


•  <  -t-v 


Ati 


Inere  is  no  Indication  01  how  long  Jane  stayed,  in  Vermont,  Droo&bly 
until  spring*  it  was  on  May  1st  that  she  be ‘.an  to  record  her  daily' 

observations i 


y  (1)  weather  very  cold.. no  grass . .cattle  almost  in  a  st- te  of  starva¬ 
tion.  (15)  Not  a  bud  started  on  anything  except  currants  and  goose¬ 
berries.  ’weather  continues  cold*  ho  ,  r •  ss  o i  any  account  yet.  (15)  .vlfrec 
got  here,  weather  cold  yet.. not  a  green  leaf  on  ;  n;  le  or  cherry  trees. 
(20)  Went  to  mill.. chilly  north  wind.  Levina  and  mitred  went  to  ;.r . 
irish*s.  (21)  First  warm  day  in  Kay, .  r  t  to  .ooi  raite  en.. 

cattle  can  get  their  living,  .buds  begin  to  swell.  (25)  had  a  ctisb  of 
lettuce,  we  had  six  warm,  lovely  nays  and  the  effect  is  almost  wonaerful. 
From  bare,  leafless  trees  we  have  cherry  and  plum  in  full  close cm,  and 
apple  trees  all  budded  and  leaved  out  so  they  look  quite  green  with  the 
prospect  for  fruit  quite  flattering.,  Levina  started  for  .Minnesota  toaay. 
(26)  Rain.  ,c leaned  the  milk  house. 

June  (IB)  Went  to  Chicago  on  a  lav;  trial,  (i  t  would  seem  probable  tnrt 
this  trial  had  some  connection  with  her  divorce  or  some  set  iement  in  . 
regard  to  wm,  Emerson,  as  there  is  hardly  any  other  law  1  \  ■  tte-r  at  this 
time  with  which  she  could  be  concerned.)  (20)  Baa  first  f  gooseberries . 

(28)  Had  first  strawberries.  (29)  Peter  Btyne  died. 

July  (4)  Oir Is  went  to  Chicago.  Edward  cane  home  with  them.  (5)  all  went 


str  mb  ermine;  in  w>e ?  ube  in  *  s  woods  •  ( 11 )  had  first  i  xts  -  t  1 
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cucumbers .  Went  to  hear  Henrietta-  Fer  \ison»  s  funeral  pre  ••  ch--d.  nad  an 


awl’ 

ul 

thunder s ho; .  er  in 

the  a 

f  ter 

noon,  nich&rc,  1  !c  yv/ood  a 

‘11 

ni 

^;ht  with  us.  (IB] 

)  .«ent 

to 

Chicago,  horse  ran  away 

of 

the 

fuggy.  (21)  had 

f  irst 

ne  v 

potatoes,  beans,  "eas 

Pic 

ked 

cherries  today. 

(31) 

went 

t o  C h iergo  w i th  c ar p e t 

wile  slaved 
d  threw  us  out 


■■•no. 


caoi  r  o  . 

. ;  kj  1  * 


i  >/  \ 


August  (9)  heard  first  crickets  sing.  (10)  Pud  green  corn.  (14)  Picked 
a pries .  (15)  Clark  end  Martha  vent  to  Chic  a  o  mod  in-ou  ht  home  the 
carpet .  (17)  Made  carpet  and  put  it  down.  Picked  the  last  of  our  cherries 
(23)  Josephine  came  out  here.  (25)  Mrs  •  Napier  started  for  Per re  haute. 

September  (1)  Josephine  went  home.  (4)  Cooked  the  first  ripe  tomatoes 
snci  picked  plums.  (9)  Had  a  quilting.  (15)  Susette,  the  cow,  went  off • 
(-30)  First  hard  frost,  ill  went  to  the  woods  to  ther  nuts,  ••found  few. 

uctober (2o)  Mr .  Paul  and  wary  came  out  here  and  stayed  all  niMnt.  (50) 
hr.  dobbins  and  wife  came  and  stayed  two  nights. 

November  (4)  Billed  Patty  (the  cow).  (15)  Libert  came  here  first  from 
Vermont.  (17)  .went  to  Chicago  and  stayed  all  night.  Ore  at  snow  storm  and 
could  not  > et  home  until  the  25rd.  weather  very  cold.  People  sleigh 
rifling  in  town.  (24 )  School  commenced.  (2o)  iiranksgAV-ii&,  a  o le r r 
beautiful  day. 


•  •  tl*  4. 


December  (1)  Clear,  beautiful  day.  Colists  Irish  married.  (Colista  was 
married  four  tines)  (2)  Cloudy.. rv  \  inc;  ana  cola  disagreeable  day.  (11) 
Clark  and  Martha  started  for  Lest  Creek.  (15)  Cle-r  warm  Fmmt  b;.y . 
(21)  Clark  and  x-.c.rthr-  got  back  from  west  Creek.  (25)  Clear, 
r  leas  ant  day.  Cooked  a  turkey,  and  a:  an  Janes  -  net  Delia  .  o. 
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Vour  Company,  with  U.K.-s,  i,  rwpw:  hilly  solids  :lt  t  n.tll.  a,  !.r  yiK-u 
f  Outre  House,  on 

JANUARY  1,5th,  1F57,  AT  4  O'CLOCK  P  M. 


i'.  <:  vr.r.rt*. 

I'tltf..  HK.\[  HIKV, 


t:  1.  flof'KrNS. 
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AT  THE  HOUSE  OF  FLOYD  HIGGIK8. 

On  Thursday  Evening,  March  11th,  1858. 

YOU  AUK  RESPECTFULLY  INVITED  TO  A  TTJCKJJ. 
IWA^ACBKS  i 

JEJ-  >£  -  0T«  Jc 3.  1-1 IQGI ivj £5 __ 

P.  HIGGINS.  sUP»T. 
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febr-uary  (29)  Adeline  went  to  Dutchman  •  s  Point  to  a  bait  with  Edward 

Al per , 

.March  (4)  Mr.  Gallup  •  s  folks  cane  here  and  Alex  Beaubien*s.  (15)  Snow  all 
gone.  Very  w-.irm.  .some  run.  ienfn  *  s  folks  moved  out  or  th^ir 'home  end  .Jo"* 
.*lljL«y  *  -i  i  ones  moved  in*  ( id )  0  le  ■  •  i*  bean  t  ii  ul  day  •  « birds  s  inm  ing  a  no  m1  air 
chickens  or  owing,,  so  pleasant  even  hardly  stay  in  the  house,  (20)  wind*  in 
the  east  rising., very  unpleasant  day.  (24)  Sowed  lettuce  and  tomatoes, 

April  (2)  had  a  party  at  our  house,  (o)  Planted  perches  and  plums,  (14) 
Girls  went  to  the  town  house  to  a  picnic,  marietta  taken  sick,  (15;  doctor 
came  to  see  Etta,  (17)  Planted  cucumbers  and  potatoes  and  set  currant 
bushes.  (13)  Etta  much  better,  Doctor  cane  to  see  her  fand  had  teeth  ex¬ 
tracted,  Adeline  and  1  went  to  iwrys  and  stayed  two  nights,  nesret  of 
nelen  Chapin's  death,  baa  hard  frost.  (23)  Papered  the  middle  room. 

April  25,  1353 i  f  om  Eliza  Seymour,  daughter  of  Sally,  sister  of  her.r  n. 


»'  U  i-Vv 

»*  J-  U„  1 


Dear  Cousin  Jane,  i  can  assure  you  that  i  received  your  kind  letter 
much  pleasure,  we  were  very  happy  to  hear  that  you  were  all  well,  we  id 
not  heard  anything  from  our  friends  in  the  .-.est  since  you  were  here  until 
j.  received  your  letter,  i  should  have  written  ion,-:  ago  if  x  had  known 
where  to  direct  my  letter.  Cousin,  i  ao  v  ish  that  you  ana  your  lit •  le 
family  were  living  near  us  so  that  we  could  have  the  pleasure  of  en 'owing 


vour 


sty,  and  l  do  think  that  if  you  were  comfortably  situated  near 
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1 1  hi  fur  :-il  of  the  lute  Mw.  Jam 
i:-  Rowl.-V,  look  place  fl  III  til*-  |C«.;:.< 

b  h«*r  daughter,  Mrs  M  mint  \V..  !•-<>.  mi  ,  !. 
j  Harlem  avronc,  cm  .Saturday  In  t,  and  vv..-« 

‘  .''.tended  t  y  a  large  nnmb<  of  f  i •  : .  >  i 
1  lelations.  M'-nic  of  winch  were  i  ••*,»  t  Me  a  ■ 
i  and  >lc  I’mvu  of  Leyden.  her  i  - > r r : i -  r  l c 
i  Sadness  was  depi  -ted  on  tin  fa.  s  -t'  n  •*-(' 

I  •  f  U.c«v  J'l'i  <'  ut  as  Nips.  Ibtwit  t  v  .vs  t  <»- 
1  men  lunch  n  spew  ted  for  her  cu.mtubie  Uts- 
j  position  .ami  the  inter*  st  she  evinced  m  tu> 
j!  Welfare  of  tii'.  ist  around  her.  alv  .vs  .umm. 

4  to  be  of  «u>tQi  aid  to  those  who  who  w 
'  I  to  a  position  to  .need  her.  •  r  •.■•\aw.v.  J. )-» • 
i*  loss  is  deeply  frit  by  her  hi  h  and  he- 
?.  council  and  guidenc*-  will  b,  ere  ally  ni'.ssud 
}  She  was  always  a  hard  workiu.;  woman  am. 

I  shared  with  tier  estimable  hitsbund  ivh'o 
*  di.vl  iu  California  in  ls’>u,  which  brought 
double  cares  upon  her  the  hnrdshi]  s  of  a 
pioneer  life  in  the  early  settlement'  of  Chi¬ 
cago.)  It  is  a  pleasure  to  speak  words  <  j 
praise  of  those  w  ho  deserve  them,  and  '.L 
')  writer  has  no  hesitation  in  saving  that  Mrs. 

4  Row  lev  was  a  woman  of  exemplary  char. 
.it1  aeter  in  every  respect. 

The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
| :  the  Rev.  Miss  Chapin  of  baity  Church, 
j  he  hymns  —  "One  swe-tly  s -h  run  thou,  lit 
and  ‘‘Near  >r  my  God  to  Thee  "  wt  re  imprt- - 
sively  sung  by  Miss  Minnie  S-cblund  of  (Am  . 
^  i  Park,  soprano,  aud  Miss  I'errion  of  chieu.  1 
•i  !  alto.  A  beautiful  bvnpiet  of  e«:ia  in-t.-s  . 
|  1  was  sent  bv  the  ladies  of  Unity  (  'htirch,  .. 

•|  |  a  token  of  their  esteem,  d-»  eased  havin. 
been  »  membe  r  of  that  soci  tv.  She  v 
also  an  active  member  of  tic'  Illinois  II 
mane  Society  for  which  she  spent  time  and 

UK  -  S. 

After  services  at  the  hon«*  tile  i\  m  un- 
were  conveyed  to  Forest  H  one  cemebivy 
and  buried  in  ti*-  her  family  lot. 
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